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INTRODUCTION 


This neatly got-up book contains the 
observations, views and messages of the Holy 


Prophet Mohammed, from the pen of Mr. Amin 
Barrister-at-law. The book also contains severa] 
valuable thought-provoking pronouncements 
of distinguished world-scholars for over three 
centuries on the great message of Islam. [It is 
both brief and exhaustive, lucid and informing, 
learned and practical. Though small in size it 
deserves to be classed with some of the best 


books available on the subject of Islam in Ensg- 
lish today. 


The book suggests invaluable and practi- 
cal solutions for many of the World pro- 
blems with which we are confronted at present. 
Nations are racking their brains to find a way 


out of a desperate situation, which seemsto 
threaten destruction of human civilisation, ee ez. 4 
humanity itselt. saree a 

The two Wosldawniac aeieel-s ae) “4 
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INTRODUCTION | 


situation and see if there is any other way of 
promoting human happiness except through 
scientific war-weapons and powers politics. 


Prophet Mohammed offers satisfactory 
and simple solutions, in his teachings, of almost 
all our problems. The lessons taught by him, 


1300 years ago, are still instinct with life and 


are eminently practical. The author of this 
book has brought out these lessons in clear 
and lucid style. It is profitable to read the 
book from beginning to end and ponder over 
the teachings of Prophet Mohammed on ques- 
tions of nationality, caste and colour, capital 
and labour, socialism and self-sacrifice. Our 


lite on earth must be lived in conformity with 
the laws of God. This life isa stepping stone 
toa higher life and must not be frittered — 


frivolously, 


Mapras D. KRISHNA 
December 1946. ater 
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ISLAM 


THE RELIGION FOR THE MODERN MAN, 








BY | 

Mohammed Amin, Barrister-at-Law, 4 
Sets Me sro ee 

Many a modern man is in search ofa ey 
religion that will satisfy both his heart and : 
intellect, and will at the same time offer a a 


solution to the great political and social prob- 
lems which face humanity at the present day. ee - 
The principles of Islam deserve the earnest = 

consideration of all such seokagt after light. ia e: a 
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ame virtually the king of Arabia 
-giver, Chiet Judge, Commander- 
ctator, he lived in poverty 
y's conscience, encouraging 


Though he bee 
and was its Law- 


in-Chiet and Di 
pecting everybod 

svery one to develop his own faculties and dis- 
c 


favoured (in fact strictly forbade) compulsion in 
religion. He abolished usury, gave equality to 
«omen, declared all men (without distinction of . 
caste, colour or creed) equal before law, pre- 
scribed a poor tax (to be collected from the well- 
to-do) for the benefit of the destitute, abolished 
absolute monarchy, encouraged trade and com- 
merce, inculcated war to be waged only in selt- 
defence or in defence of the weak (all aggressive 
warfare to be eschewed) and placed the acquisi- — 
tion of learning both secular and religious, ona 


higher footing than other Pane hone 
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taught. His own example as well as of his 
companions serve as beacon-lights to all those 
who believe in his message. 

ISLAM AND SCIENCE. 


He did not call his religion after his name 
but called it Islam, which means to live in 
harmony with the divine laws which govern | 
all creation from the humblest clod of earth to 
the highest type of beings. He laid so much 
stress on acquiring a knowledge of the universal 
laws that he told his followers to go even to | 
the ends of China in search of knowledge. On an : 
another occasion he said “the ink of the scholar Bi 
in more sacred than the blood of the martyr’. 
On still another occasion he observed :—“‘Know- 
ledge is like the lost camel of the Muslim, eae 
take hold of it wherever you come, op it". (eae a 
It was in obedience to these — sts tee 
Prophet that the ibhsiieeil 
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eh ’ Showing 
they had taken it trom the Hindus and 
= od medicine “ unanl showing that the, had 
i es rudiments from the Greeks. 
li 
The Arabs ransacked the oceans and Dre. 
ed charts and invented the compass. Thee 
were the first to introduce mile-stones, to }; sht 
the public streets at night, to make pure Water 
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They invented the sewing-needle. 


ind it was at their Universities in Spain 


ne European scholars learnt to do re 


lable te all house-holders by means of tubes 
It was they 


laid the foundations of modern chemistry. 


that 


>search 


tk in all arts and sciences u nhindered by 


valling ideas. They 


established libraries 


lerever they went and took equal delight in 


ig from others as well as teaching them 
boone + 


they themselves knew. 
TOLERATION. 
m teaches toleration: Simee God is one, 
2 brothers and,»as He 1s not partial, 
aa en . sna his teachers<and: prophets 
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from time immemorial to every people in every 
age. We are therefore taught in the Quran to 
respect the preachers of all the religions that 
came before it, and regard the Holy Prophet to 
have completed the work commenced by the 
previous prophets. We believe in the law of 
evolution in matters religious as in matters 
secular. The teachings brought by the earlier 
propnets were suited to the needs and 
circumstances of the people among whom they 
preached, until the time came when humanity 
having attained, as it were, its majority, the 
Holy Prophet of Arabia appeared, completing 
the religious structure commenced by his 
pred:cessors, and giving us teachings which 
provide for all our needs, and are suitable for 
all times, as they are based upon the fundamen- 
tal laws of nature and conduce to be eet. 


, 
P. ra be: a 


good of all humanity. ie. he Re ts Ene 
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French Revolution gave birth, viz., Liberty 
Equality and Fraternity. Let us see how far 
this assertion of the American author js justigj- 
ed by the present state of society in Europe or 
America. Let us take for instance liberty. In 
Europe and America the majority has a right 
to legislate for all andthe minority js bound tg 
obey the laws made by the majority. Surely it 
cannot be said that the majority always consits 
of the wisest, the most virtuous, and the best 
and the fittest people. Rather our experience 
shows that the saints, Philosophers and Sclen- 


tists are generally in a minority. What right 


has the majority to frame laws tor the minority 


and why should the latter be compelled to abdi- 


cate their consciences in favour of the former 2 





ey 





Herbert Spencer has given the followiug defini- 


tion of liberty :—“ Every one is free todo that _ 
which he likes provided that he interferes not nea 


“2 
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with the equal liberty of any other man”. 
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whereas in Islam the Quran declares the 
fundamental laws which govern both the a 
majorities as well as the minorities. There is + 
only one law for all. Whether we are govern- 
ed by a Caliph or a Sultan or by a Parliament, 
none of them can change the laws of the Quran 
which are meant for the good of all. Our rulers 
can only give effect to these laws and have no 
right to legislate to the detriment of any mem- 


ber of sociaty. 


EQUALITY. 

As regards equality not much of it is found 
inthe West. There we find the extremely rich 
and the extremely poor, the Lords and the 
Commons. Some are so rich that they cannot 


even count their wealth, while others are so 
poor that they do not know where to lay their 


heads. Onthe other hand Islam does not merely 
talk of equality but has framed laws to give eam 
practical effect to this spirit of equality. hes a 

example, during prayer ‘times all Pees : 
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Secondly, a poor-tax called Zakat is collected 
from the rich for the benefit of the poor. Every 
well-to-do person has to pay one-fortieth (1/40) 
part of his property, which is collected by the 
State and kept in deposit for the benefit of the 
poor who can always resort to it as a matter of 
right and not as a matter of charity. Thus, there 
are no destitutes left in a Muslim Society 
because this is a fund which is always there to 


help those in need. 


TO HELP THE POOR 
Our common experience tells us that if 
poor people are not helped in their misfortune. 
they are often tempted to steal, to commit 
robberies, cheat and tocommit frauds and other 
crimes. We have then to employ the Police to 
arrest them, magistrates to try them and build 


jails ee imprison them. All the expense for 
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“Better give them Zakat voluntarily so that 
they. may happily employ it to remove there 
destitution instead of feeding them in jails. 
This will breed love and gratitude on the part 
of the poor for the rich, and the rich*will look 
upon the poor as their comrades”. _ i a; 


LAW OF INHERITANCE. .. 


Next our law of inheritance does away 
with capitalism. However rich a man may be, 
his property at his death is divided among his 
heirs, which includes his sons, daughters and 








widow, so that money keeps on circulating. 


The reason why the sons get double the share 
of the daughters is that at the ‘time of a 


. ae em 





marriage, the sons have to give dowers to their 
wives a she eens oy tine ia | : 
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poor go on becoming poorer and so leads to 
some people being too rich and the others being 


too poor. The rich become haughty and lazy 


and the poor lose their self-respect and are 
overworked. That otten leads to fear on the 


one side and hatred on the other and some times 
results in bloody revolutions. To prevent that 


Islam has condemned the giving and taking of 
interest. A great English writer says that 


there is not enough wealth in the treasury of 
any Government to carry on a modern war for 
more than one week without floating a war- 
loan. If interest was prohibited no one would 


lend money to any Government — without | 


interest and therefore the Governments would 


not be able to go to war. What the League of 


Nations has not been able to accomplish, beget =< 
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benefit of society and should not be uselessly 
locked up. A good instance of what happens 
by hoarding gold and silver is the csse of 
America. During the first world war America 
lent large sums of money to some of the fighting 
nations which have been repaid in gold and 
silver. All that gold and silver was lying use- 
less in the vaults of American Banks. So 
that there were ten million unemployed 
people in America. It was rightly remarked 
by an American Senator that the reason of 
their unemployment was that Asia and Europe 
had not got sufficient gold or silver to buy 
goods from America, so their factories 
stopped work and this led to great un- 
employment. If the gold and silver which 
was lying useless in America | were given 25 
back to Eee ane Asia, they would be Saar 








would start: worl ck again 
no unemploym 
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TRADE AND USURY. 


Islam says instead of lending money on 
interest we should invest our money in. trade- 























If you open a factory, many labourers will find 
work in it and the importers and the exporters, 
the railway companies and the shipping com- 
panies will all be benefited. Trade makes us 
honest because we soon learn that we cannot ‘ 
succeed in business without honesty. Trade 
teaches us the art of government, because we 


Teel 


have to use all our faculties for pleasing our 
customers. So we learn to rule human hearts, 
whereas interest destroys the nations because 





all wars are carried on by money borrowed on 
interest. 


WOMAN'S RIGHT TO PROPERTY AND 
DIVORCE, Fe ee : : 
Next Islam gives equal sights « to women, 


Women can hold pate. , can be ni a ou : 
marriage withon ch cng SE 



























Scanned by Easy Scanner: 





ae 


woman, and for every woman there is a man, 
so we must be carefulin selecting our partners. 
Should there be disagreement after marriage 





rhe husband and the wife should each appoint 
an agin to make peace between them. If 
peace cannot be restored, rather than be always 
ot let there be a divorce. After the 
pronouncement of the divorce by the husband, 
three months are given to them within which 
they can be reconciled. If no reconcilation 
takes place, divorce becomes absolute, and both 
are free to matry according to their choice. 
Whereas in English society there can be ‘no. 
divorce by mutual consent: Itisn ecessary in ag 
England to- go toa court of law and prove oe 
ultery and crmelty in order to enable a woman 
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14 
passed which will enable Hindu women to 
obtain divorce under certain circumstances, 
That shows how the whole world is coming to 
adopt the principles inculcated by Islam. 


POLYGAMY. 

The permission of having more than one 
wife under cetain circumstance does not bear 
hardly upan the women as the conditions laid 
down in the Quran are that the husband must 
be able to do equal justice to them all. He 
has to pay them their dowers and the first wife 
can stipulate at the time of her marriage that 
the husband shall not marry a second wife dur- 
ing her lifetime. Islamic law allows every 
woman to make it a condition of her marriage 
that in case of disagreement with her husband 
she will have the right to divorce herself. 
This protects her from the whims of her hus- 
band. Besides, the second wife ‘cannot be 
married withour her consent, So that if a E 
woman is averse to polygamy ae head ine enc 
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matry a man who has got another wife living, 

Thus the women in any particular town OT 

village can abolish polygamy by passing a re- 

solution that.no woman should marry a man 

who has already got a wife. But at the same 

time whenever the male population happens to 

he decimated by war the right to marry a man 

who has already got a wife prevents the com- 

pulsory virginhood of thousands of women, 
such as in Europe. 

SLAVERY 
Islam lays down that we must treat our 

slaves well. We must feed them as we feed 
ourselves, and clothe them as we clothe our- 
selves, and allow them to emancipate them- 
selves. So that Islam has taken away the 
sting out out of slavery, whereas in America 
though slavery was abolished in letter it still 
exists in spirit, Ifa negro is seen kissing a 
white woman, he is burnt alive. 
‘The reason why the Prop 
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y at one stroke is that this would i) 
ush of the emancipated slave 
upon the labour-market. e would bere been | 
impossible tor them all to ae work immed}. es 
. ately in order to supply their needs, and thei; 
consequent starvation would have driven them 
to violent revolution and. useless bloodshed. i 

Islam therefore brought about the reform in q _ : 
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Islam has done away ‘wale ota fia 
of nationality and colour. All men are 
brothers, and the whole. world i is 78 
As the ret Poet Iqbal says : 
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all feel like brothers and imbibe the spirit of 
the oneness of humanity. 
Islam says we must not take anything for 
granted but use our own reasoning to discri- 
minate between the right and the-wrong. We 
must search for knowledge and discover the 
Laws of Nature. We must study history to 
understad what leads to the growth or the de- 
sradation of the nations. There is no differ- 
ence between religious knowledge and secular 
knowledge ; all knowledge is sacred, and every 
mosque used to be a university where all kinds 
of knowledge used to be imparted to the 
Muslims, who were formerly in the vanguard 
of learning as long as the they were true to 
these commandments of their religion, 
Islam teaches universal bene hood 
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ISLAM’S MESSAGE FOR WORLD PEACE 


Open Letter to President Truman 
By Muhammad Amin Barrister-at-Law 
Dear Mr. Truman, 


You are making Herculean efforts to make 
this world a better place to live in for all 
irrespective of colour, creed or country. | 
assure you that you will find the best inspira- 
tion for your noble ideals in the Quran. 


The Quran contemplates, and in fact clearly 
says, that all mankind is one nation, but that 
God has subdivided them into several nations 
so that they may vie with one another in noble 
deeds. Andthe most honourable in the sight 
of God are the most virtuous. This teaching 
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does away with all national or colour prejudices. | 
Further the Quran teaches us to co-operate 
with all men of good will wherever found and 
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not to co-operate with the wicked even though 
thev may be the nearest to us. This brings all 
good men the world over on a common platform, 


uniting their energies to advance the cause of 
humanity. 


Even in war we must not use inhuman 
methods. The Calipb Omar forbade killing of 
women and children, old men and invalids, the 
burning of crops, the poisoning of wells and 
slaughter of milch cattle belonging to the 
enemy. If the enemy offers honourable peace 





it should be accepted. Humilation of the enemy 
and injustic to him lay the foundations of 
future wars. The Quran tells the Prophet: 
“If they (i.e. thy enemies) incline to peace do 
thou also incline to it.” This means there should 
be no vindictivenese, but even war should be tempered 
with mercy. The generosity of the Prophet. to ; 
his bitterest foes after the Victory of Mecca is 
an object lesson for al] humanity. | = 
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almsgiving in his widest interpretation of it, 
conceived with admirable wisdom relatively to 
the simple wants of his time, covering the 


whole field of doing good to men. 


Islam, then, or in the English tongue, 
devotion—the devotion of our life to the high- 
est, the bringing of our own will into accordance 
with the supreme Will; this is the word that 
sums up the lives of pious men in every age 
and every country. They have framed for 
themselves an ideal, a model, a pattern of what 
their life should be. They have done their 
utmost to make that ideal a reality. In other 


words they have prayed and they have worked. 
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town. Rightly do the Muslime date their history on 


from that night when Mohammad and Abu- 
Bekr hid in the cave on the way trom BMeecs 
to Medina. The Prophet was an exampler of 


patience and forbearance to the proud hot- — 


tempered Arabs. His sweet patience was in- 


deed his great virtue. His boundless charity 
and generosity to all flowed from his unworldly e 
heart like a fountain in the AES: desert a 
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2? 
ways of alcoholism, and thus made them sober 
and decent’ citizens. The. Islamic crusade 
against alcoholism has been of immense service 
to many nations. Itisa daily, dire and indelible 
disgrace to human personality. It is a slow 
insidious poison that saps and undermines the 
vitality of the race. It is a vestigial remnant 
of barbarism, utterly unworthy of civilized 
society. Atits worst it is the arch instigator 
of crime, and the architect of economic ruin in 
humble life. Islam deserves all praise for its 
clear sighted wisdom in detecting this wily 
enemy of mankind under the alluring mask of 


hollow gaiety and ephemeral stimulation. 


Islam prescribes or recommends the discip- 
line of fasting daily from morning until sunset 
during the month of Ramazan. The principle 
is sound, It is conducive to physical and moral 
health, and is a spiritual tonic. Hunger and 


thirst are mighty forces in nature, but the will ee 


of Man is mish still, : Rain * . Ip 
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it. He shared hig food even. int 
scarcity with others. | ‘Many at si Pes rr | 
without a meal. : Dates and | ss ea sia 
y his only food, even w Brats ai 
if Arabia. $0 gave away h 
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he missi | 3 
le signs of inspirario® : on of 
_ A ed” 
hammad was inspit 
“4 [slam’s atvienwt 
The idea of Muhammad not ‘to limi the 


benefits of Abraham's religion to his. Own 
people, but to extend them to the world, tn 
ehus become the means of converting to a high 
form of culture and of civilisation ee 
the humanrace, who would otherwise have | e, 
remained sunk in barbarism, or would not ; a : 
been raised to that brotherhood which « “] es 
not only preaches but also Prectseay 

It seems to me that the qu 


Muhammadanism really js cannot ‘om 
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Freedom and Equality. 

Nowhere in Muhammadan society is there 
any invidious distinction between rich and poor; 
and even a Muhammadan slave is not only a 
member of the household, but has also far greater 
chances of rising toa position in the -Govern- 
ment or in society than an English pauper. 

There would be no nihilists and no socialists 
in Europe, were Western society constituted on 
the basis of Muhammadanism; for in it a man is 
not taught to be dissatisfied as is the great 
effort, aim, and result of our civilisation. 

Polygamy. ; eee) 

Muhammed put a check on unlimited ee 

polygamy which prevailed in his times. He it 
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¢ no one call be ian ae spirit of Muhammad’; — 

cE re WIV©&»: = eS 
.} ytwo or mo atathas ee 
§ re lation is clearly in favour of Monogamy. a 
. } c Sic at 
1 believe that the real cause of his many cg 
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Status of Women. 


He also raised woman from the condition o on : 
being a property to that of a proprietor, “a 1 ie: 
constituted her as the first legal sharer whose % 
interests the Muhammadan law has. to con et <7 
The married Muslim woman is in ab et ce 
position than the married English w *e ape 
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of legalising prostitution ; and as regatd ‘théir 
| general conversation it is infinitely moré decent, 
as a rule, than that of'most Eutopeans. I have 
seen young Muhamniadan fellows at school, and 
college, and their conduct and talk are far better 
than is the case among English young men, 
indeed, the talk of the latter is often such as 


would incur punishtigay in a Muhammadan 
land. 


Meaning of Holy War. 

As regards the assumed fiat utabiliy of 
the Muhammadan religion, there is a liberty of 
of interpretation of the Koran which enables 
“Islam” to be adapted to every sect and country, 
e.g. the law laid down that conditional sentence 


has to take precedence of an absolute one, ‘is 
one that secures: every reasonable ues Ne 
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Kinship with Christianity and Judaism. 


Muhammad included Jews and Christians 


among Muslims, or those who believe in God -s 
and the last day and “shall have no fear upon : 
them, neither shall they grieve” i | 
There is a common ground between r 
Muhammadanism and Christianity, and he isa i 


otter Christian who reveres the truths 
enunciated by the prophet Muhammad. | 
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All progress is. therefore, ia the - ‘first. place. 


a # 4 » 


& sseional—-2 progress. ot intellect. And it 1s. 


this ration al characteristic which dis: inguishes 


. ee 





Islam, of all the religions i is by far the 





Islam. | 
most rational; for it demands nothing of you, 


which cannot be brought to agree, with the 

| | human intellect, nay, it says clearly that all its 
teachings are necessarily derived from Intellect. 

In Islam, the historical remains in the back- 
ground yielding place, a as it were, to the eternal. 
substance o* truth. Andi in. contrast to. other: 
religions, Islam wishes to keep. itself in conso-. - 
nance with the progress of learning and hought- 
Now as Islam atractes ales {mportar 
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the so called classical a philosophical age, was oe 
especially rational, nay, rationalistic. ma! 

Kant and Islam.—It was first in the 18th 
century that voices were raised demanding eal 



















natural religion. Such a natural religion is ones - 
offered by Islam, The greatest thinker of the ¢ Oe 
18th century is Kant. It is really a a re & 
to find that, notwithstanding the difference of ea 
the historical customs—which will be, none — i : | = 
the less, quite intelligible after what has a0 Re . = 
said above—it is possible to establish j innu n .er- i ie 
able pointsof concord between Kant and Isl ; ae 
Islam and Nietzsche—In me | 
think not only of others, but also sibs 
Islam connects the social with the i 
Position. And in this way we heal 


on Nietzche. who, too, a a 
we, through the ae fies ur wr 
attain to higher a 
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discloses the ideal of the Superman as a . 
perspective for the development of human- ; 
ity in this world. But Islam goes a step fur- 
ther than Nietzsche, because it believes that | 
the progress begun in this world is to be con- i 
tinued in the life hereafter. ; 
Life after Death :—The paradise of Islam is ' 

not, as the European is erroneously accustomed : 
to picture it to himself, a place of voluptuous . t 
and sensual enjoyment, earned in reward for 3 









a life of abstinence; buta “place of new and 
unimaginable possibilities of development for 
the soul, after it has cast away its ear go oe 
limitations and worldly trappings. Our e rt oo 
eas according to the teachings of Islam! 
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the same, when after having: 
years ransacked , carefully . 
all earthly things, he» sa¥4 that he. wished. 
that faith was duty- -bound to allot bim in his. 
life he -eafter a pew and greater field of work. 


Stages of Spiritual Pragrsss: :——Islam, dlatine 
guishes three stages of inward ripeness : the 
stage of material and physical existemce, the E 
stage of moral life, and the stage of. perfection. z oo 
that is to say spiritual perfection. Islam : 
does not condemn the physical aspect of man ss 
in the way Christianity does. Islan recognises. 

like Nietzsche the importance of the. body- 
from the mind ; and, like him lebame yeh ae a 
the disciplining of the body, but ai . 
mortification, Heroic diasinligial never ity: 
cal and animal ‘that isin he aT: 
of the Islamic fastin Mig > all : 

ing months. But, 
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asceticism possesses a character which is 
detrimental t6 thé’ interests of life; Islamic 


asceticisnt, On the other hand possesses a charac- 


rer which 1s helpful to the inhtérest of life. 
Discip! 
it the 


‘ne is self control. Spitioza coined for 

— “Control of passions arid 
emotions.” ~The great means for the subjec- 
‘ons of passion is a powerful and good will. 


d and strong will is demanded by Islam 
of every body. And the good will 1s, according 


the only real good on the face of the 
num. One sees that there 


ti 
The goo 


TO Kant, 


carth—Summum bo 


are every Where points of co-incidence between 


Islam and the deepest European thought. 

The Right Middle Course. —Now the question 
arises : What criteria should the good will use fe. 
to ‘isi between ~ Het bad and herein ® 4 

sin comparison 
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demands of you justice as the absolute, the only — 
criteria; Christianity cherity and love for one’s 


neighbout ; but Islam demands of you that you 
should, at every time and occasion adopt the 


right middle course between the “too-much” 
and the “too-little”’, both of which are evils. The 
old Lalin formula, “ Fiat justitia pereat mundus,” 
whicn means “ Let justice adopt its own course 
no matter if the world be annihilated”! Shows | 
that “every extreme leads us to bankruptcy ” 
{Goethe). This aphorism tells us plainly that 






































justice, too can turn into a destructive callous- 
ness, if it be made use of mechanically ; convers- 
ly, again, love can lead to unstability and lack 

of steadiness, from its very lack of hardness. ae 
This is why Islam refrains from giving: ab ol ut : 
rules for obedience and allegiance. Soe 
much-as Islam is the most rational 
expects from its followers a8 


dant process of thought in whi 


middle course in the conflict o pei: 
as — a ‘ ose oe 
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fife in the individual is left, to the believing 
Muslim, to be decided dy himself according to 
the situation and circumstances of each case. 
Nay it is only the power of his own decision 
which raises man from the physical stage to the 
moral stage. And here it is that we find the key 
eo that which we in Europe from times imma- 
morial, have been terming “ Oriental Wisdom”. 
I: is the tolerant weighing of both sides of a 
situation and the finding out of the right middle 
course between two extremes. It is the capacity 
to rise above party considerations while remain- 
ing amember of a party. Whenever it becomes 
possible for us Europeans to adopt such an atti- i 
tude, there we speak of it and advertise it as as 
“ Scientific objectivity.” _‘This aceon C shine: 2 te = 
tivity 1s the self-understood elen ment © 
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oppositorum”’ which means the union — are 
amalgamation of contararies and ES eR 
Islam thereby offers probably the best, ‘the i 
most excellent, example of that oe . - S 
« Synthesis” which was deleneated by hin ae ee 





torical philosophy of Hegel. 
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all the time, and yet they fail to see it, and that 
brake is the fact that they commence their inves-. 
tigations with the idea that “ Christianity ” and 
“ Religion” are Synonymus. A little thought or 
investigation would quickly dispel this fallacy, 
































but the curlous mentality of the Western world 
seems incapable of such an effort unless stimu- 
lated by a vigorous propaganda which must be 
upon an instructive basis.. A religion is - sorely 
needed inthe Westto-day, for tospeak the honest 
truth, Christianity is dying, and people to-day are 
purely nominal believers in some cases, open 
critics in others. Let us not forget that Chris- 
= tianity has been all-powerful, supported by vast 
ie organizations of State and Church, and yet has | 
Pal ty ag US : - 
if surely lost all hold on the masses, who are un- Se 
a easy, vaguely doubtful of what would happen fo 
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enter upon a new vista, infact a new birth and 


perfect peace. Islamisthe solution of the world’s 


difficulties, and may all mankind unite in wor- 
shipping the One God, andthe brotherhood which 


vill be established upon earth will last for ever 
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fig gies 4 
LIVES OF SOME HOLY MUSLIMS. — ae 
gee ca Pe : 
| By Hazrat Data Gunj Bakhsh Sahib. ae 
(Kashf Al- Mah jub) 
Caliph-Abu-Bakr. 


He is placed by the Soofis at the head of 
those who have adopted the contemplative Tite 
(mushahadat) while Omar is placed at the head 
of those who adopted the strenuous : fe : : 
(mujahadat). It is related that when | fit 
prayed at night he used to recite the . 
2 low voice, whereas Omar used to 
loud voice. The Prophet asked 


why he did this. Abu Rokr 
With 





whom |] converse will | 
his turn, replied ; “lw 


tikes of 4 bx 





drive wer Se Devil”, 4 om ae ai 
pate: a ees 
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It is also. recorded that Abu Bakr said : 
«Our abode is transitory, our life therein is 
but a loan, our breaths are numbered, and our 
‘sdolence is: manifest.” By this he signified 
that the world is too Worthless to engage our 
thoughts; for whenever you cccupy yonrself 
with what is perishable, you are made blind to 
that which is eternal; the friends of God turn 
their backs on the world and the flesh which 
veil them from Him, and they decline to act 
as if they were owners of a thing. that is really 
the property of another. And he said. “O 
God, give me plenty of the world and make 
me desirous of renouncing it!” This saying 
has a hidden sense, Viz.:’ First bestow on 
me worldly goods that I may give thanks for 
them, and then help me to abstain from them 
for Thy sake, so that I may have the treble — 
merit of thanksgiving and liberality and 


abstinence, and that my abate may: be os 
voluntary, not een donee ” eae ae ms RS. wt oe 4 Be: 
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The Caliph Omar. 


He was specially distinguished by sagacity 
and resolution, and is the author of many fine— 
sayings on Soofism, The Prophet said: “ The 
truth speaks by the tongue of Omar.” Omar 
said. “ Retirement (uzlat) is a means of reliev- 
ing one’s self of bad company.” But severance 
from mankind isa spiritual state, which 1s not 
connected with anything external. When.a 
person is severed from mankind in spirit, he 
knows nothing of created beings and no thought 
thereof can take possession of his mind. Such 
a person, although he is living among the | 
people, is isolated from. scnpeg and his soinit 
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a: a 
a 
cling to God and return, to” Him in. all 
ae 
circumstances, : 
es : 


The Caliph Usman. | oe 


ce 

It is related by Abdullah b. Rabah- be 
follows : “We were with the Commander oft ra 
Faithful Usman, on the day when his Hddlie 4 
was attacked. His slaves, seeing the crowd of 
rebels gathered at the door, took’ up arms. a 
Usman said: “ Whoever of you does” not tak = 


up arms Is freed from slavery.” We went fort | 
from the house ; in fear of our 


a" 






A 1 li ves. to “Ss 
: i'met us on the way, and we returned. a | 
tm to Usman, that we might know eo ae 
a siness he was soing, After he hi ii — salute nie a 
- ana 
Pp “anand condoled with him | heehee 
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59, 
bring, His decree to pass. We do not wish to 


shed blood.” rtscs ti es 

- These words betoken ‘resignation in the 
hour of calamity, and show that the speaker 
had attained the rank of friendship with God 
(Khullat). The soofies take Usman as their 
examplar in sacrificing life and property, in. 
aesigning their affairs to God, and in sincere 
devotion... sees arenes 

The Caliph Ali. 

His renown and rank in this path (of 
Soofism) were very high. He explained the 
principles (usul) of Divine truth with exceeding 
subtlety, so that Junaid said: “Ali is our : 
Shaikh as regards the principles and as baie . 
the endurance e affliction,” “Te. the theor ae. 


bats Sa! 3 = LA aye. ae a ste Pi oa 
+ fakes | See “ - ‘wits 


























~ ‘ _ ad i 233 ah a ' et bs 
. aa r + Pt Pa 
‘SAL sede it rae 
busi aie - 7 “> _, ,. “t: ‘ ee - oh we —_" 
P ie . 2 2 eh ¢ De , , - 
ive him cept (wasiyy 
h ay P 6 ih ip Pee ta 
a a ’ aa . My 7 v 4 bay t 
j ee San ie 
SS -- ye * >. 
: ee 


peers lalal=\e i © \¥al mtoksh ane lerslalalaye 





them. 





a 0 
- will look after His friends, and if they, ee 4 Pe 
enemies of God, why should you take care ‘of a -: 


God's enemies °”” This question 1s connected — 


with the severance of the heart from all things 
save God, who keeps His servants in whatever _ a: ce 2 
state He willeth. Thus Moses left his wif — = 
ina miserable plight and committed her to | 

God; and Abraham took Hagar and Ishr rae oie 
and brought them to a barren valley and com 
mitted them to God. picasa” 














xed their hearts on God. This say ing r 
the answer which Ali gave. to one wh 

what is the purest thing that can be ; si uir a 
He said :” It is that which belongs to ¢ é ay pea 
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one’s selt of all property, either of thas« world: 
or of the next, and consideration of the. Divider 


providence, 
Hasan b, Ali 


He was profoundly versed in Soofism. He 
said, by way of precept: © See that ye guard 
your hearts, for God knows your secret 
thoughts.” Guarding the heart consits in not 
turning to others (than God) and in keeping 
one’s secret thoughts from disobedience to the 
Almighty. Hasan was asked about predest na- 
tion and power to act. He replied :” Ses N 
are free to acquire their actions according t ; 0 1 
power given them by God, and thus our | reli g 
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| Pronto ut 

| . ¥ _— j ‘ I—h0 i A Sant 
predestination. * 27°) gee i ee ae 
og tA oe a me Phe’ dus 5° eres, my 

ig a :*. 


One day Hasan yas seat 


his 11 an me up and re’ 
house Ms en a] ree ah +O, Aig een 


him. os al aa sai 
; pee as Leah 

perhaps yi 

= Ou t a $< 



















62 


| ppasmragiret 

bring a purse of silver, an | | 

e, for ‘there j pag 

saying : “ O Bedouin, excuse me, a 
nothing else in the houses! had there ‘been 
more, I would not have grudged 1°26: 1 
On hearing ‘this, the Bedouin. exclaimed : “ “y 
bear witness that thou art the grandson of th a . a 
Prophet of God. I came hither to make tr ee 
of thy mildness.” “Such are the true sain 
shaikhs who care not whether they | are aa: 


or blamed, and listen calmly to abuse. oe * ge 
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brethren towards thee,” because a man’s salva- 
tion ‘consists in following religion and his pét- 
dition in disobeying it, 


Abujafar Al Bagir. 


It is related that on one occasion a king, 
who wished to destroy him, summoned him to 
his presence. When Baqir appeared the king 
bessed his pardon, bestowed gifts upon him, 
and dismissed him courteously. On being asked 
why he had acted in this manner, the king 
replied:” When he came in, Il saw two lions, 
one on his right hand and one on his left, who 
threatned to destroy me if I should attempt to- 


do him any harm.” F 
In his explanation of the verse, “Whoso- 


ever disbelieves in the taghut and believes i in 
God”, (Kor. 11,257), Baqir said : “Aging that ¥ 
diverts thee from contemplation sein Truth is 

thy taghut.” akoe ee 
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[remember death and the grave and the reckon- 
ing, how can I take joy in this world? There- 
fore, since I acknowledge Thee to be One, I 
peseech Thee to give me peace in the hour of 
death, without torment, and pleasure in the 
hour of reckoning, without punishment.” 


Abu Ja’far Sadiq. 


It is related that he said: “Whoever knows 
God turns his back on all else. “Other” has no 


place in his heart, that he should pay any heed 


to them, and their existence has no worth for 
him, that he should fix the remembrance of 
them in his mind.” And it is related that he 
said. “There is no right service without repent- 


ance, because God hath put repentance before — : 
aie. iis gneeit ber hiowes feat repent and 
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must become intimate with God, and those who 
have become intimate with God are not hurt 


by intercourse with mankind. 


Hasan of Basra. 





It is related that he said: ‘ Association 
withthe wicked produces sus picion of the good.” 
“This saying is very apt and suitable to the people 
of the present age, who all disbelieve in the 
honoured friends of God. The reason of their 


‘disbeliefisthat they associate with pretenders to 


ho have only its external forms; and 


preceiving their actions to be perfidious, thelr 


tongues false, their ears listening to idle quat- 
rains, their eyes following pleasure and lust, 
and their hearts set on amassing unlawful oF 
they fancy that aspirants to 


Soofism behave in the same manner, OF that this 
‘s the doctrine of the Soofis themselves, where- 
the Soofis act in obedience : 


as on the contrary, ) | | alae: 
-o God, and sp2a's the word of God, and keep 
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THE LION OF GOD 





By Maulana Jalal-ud-Din Rumi 


Farrest Flower beneath the Skies: 
Ali Abutaleb’s Son! | 
Fairest Flower in Paradise: 
Ali Abutaleb’s Son ! ; 
God's brave Lion, lamb-like, gentle, 























Clearest Mirror, evec bright: | 
Pure in Faith, without Disguise: : 
i 
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Next the Prophet is thy Place, sia ee ee ¥ 
All his Splendour flashing round : | 
Thy brig ee too fone lia use 


ee 
t 


a8 Fey by ts ree ots 9 
/ 4 Ser eg Be 
see oS 
EI = 


By Renounc ~ ngs aa i rin ps Sou , es me 
eae : re i 4 yes ca: ei rh =o pe ni te 
2 a s ‘ " ee a a 


scanned by Easy Scanner 























10. ee oe 
hast won the Hero’ s oe J o 
aa" Abutaleb’s SOME == 
gth of Soul and ] 





t thy Stren een ee 
Straig he thickest fae fe 


Bore thee tot 


— “ 
es ise : it 
Death thy giant Thews de De vitae rar 


ie 


Ali Abutaleb's Son! s Si ae ee : 
All the Paths we tread tox da a aa Ze i Br 
t Thou hast traced them, Son ¢ ) f Li ig 
é ; | Let on us thy Beams arise ae oT gs 
ne Ali Abutaleb’s Son! be, eouy. 
Leader, Guide, and Champions n- oe “a a 8 } 
Ever foremost in 6: Va mh goielll ; ; 


Where thou leadest, Hon 





- pe . 
ra. > 





| Ali Abutale’s Sont Wo 


Thee I laud, Jelalec 


é Even as thoy Praisest a ; 
Alij Abutalebis So Son ; n ) 
| Be 


“8 
ee a: 


a gaa 





FATIMA. 


(By John J. Pool, Author of Woman’s Influence 





in the East) 


- he . 
Fatima was the favourite daughter of 


f Mohammad born to him in the early days of 


his married life. This lady was married to Ali, 
a nephew of Mohammad, and one of his earliest 


Two children 


Z PTE RS eee f 


2 F Ay oo i 
*- 


and most trusted followers. 
were the issue of the marriage, named Hasan 
and Hussain, whom the Prophet dearly loved. 
as daughter, wife and mother, seems to 


From all accounts she 


Fatima, 


have won great praise. 
was truly a model character. She was renowned 
her religious zeal, 


kness of her be- 










for her wisdom, her holiness, 


her domestic virtues, the mee 


haviour, and her unselfishness, which con- 
stantly found expression in generous gifts to- 
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and the needy. With regards to ber | 


aordinary charity, innumerable 
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the poor 


deeds of extr 
s are told, of which th 





tale 


best, I think, 1s the following :— 

It happened that Hasan and Hussain fell i, : 
andoneday when the Prophet called to see then t a 
he suggested to the sorrowing parents, Ali and 4 Be 
Fatima, that they should, as was customary on 
such occasions, make a vow to God for | 
recovery of the children. They willingly — 


sented, declaring, that in case the little ones g $( 















well, they would perform a strict fast of — 
days in gratitude for the goodness obi G 
Shortly after the boys recovered, and rie: Fa 
parents along with their one  maid-serva os 
E. Fidda, began their fast. From morning ee 
E a of the first day not a canis: sp ifn 
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Fatima had provided herself with three mea- 
sures of barley, and it was arranged that one 
measure each evening should be made into cakes 
and eaten. On no account would they seek 
better food. The first evening arrived, the 
cakes were prepared, and the family, having 
attended to their devotions, assembled round 

the homely meal with thankful hearts and 

contended spirits: They were just about to ce 
partake of the cakes and break their fast, when 








a voice of distress caught their ears. It was the ; 
cry of an old man at ‘the door—* Give me, O ; 
give me oe said the voice, i for the love of God, | 

something to relieve my hunger, and to, ae 


















my famishing family from perishing “. Fatut 
glancing at her husband, said, ‘How. ca Suede 
the Prophets” children, refuse saat ery 8 al 
moment gathering. together all the cake ; 
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maid servant heaved never a sigh, though that 


night neither she. nor her master and mistres¢ 
had bite or sup. 


The next day was passed in usefyf 
occupation, and when evening drew nigh the 
- same humble fare of the five barley cakes was 
placed on the table, and the little house-hold 
sat down to it with appetites made doubly keen 
by the lengthened abstinence. Again, as they 
were about to partake of it, came the cry, “ For 
the love of God!” Fatima hurried to the door 
to see what was the matter, and found there 
_twoorphan children pathetically praying for 
= The sight moved the compassionate 
mother, whose own children were so well off, _ | 
_ and who had so mercifully been spared to her | en 
_ when She had feared to lose them. Returning _ 
to her husband she said, “It is surely the wilh 
rae God and of His Prophet | | C= 
‘Succour the needy ! 
Our meal!” Ali, 
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struck with. the sisi ie ee 
Zeal of his wife, answered, “As =— will, and 3 


+ , ae _ 

, . se 

- : ® 4 ay ; R26! Fi P ~ re 
— Ad 3 ; oo! st Pa G whey 


79 

as God will!” Thus for a second night the 
household went without food. With feeble~ 
ness of body, and yet with brave spirits, they 
attended to the duties of the morrow; and on 
the third evening sat down with glad hearts 
to partake of the simple provision that remained. 

This story was made public by Fidda, 
the servant. for Ali and Fatima were 
so accustomed to performing such deeds of 
charity that they never referred to it. When 
Mohammed heard of it, he was filled with joy- 
and said that al] generations would call him 





blessed for being the fatrer of such a noble 
woman as Fatima, the wife of Ali. Fatima 
lived for many years after that event, and was 
the admiration of the Faithful, both at Medina. 


and Mecca. 
Some sayings of Fatima 


Patience is the recognition of God’s will 
in the wrongs of lite. Thankfulness is the — 
overflowing of the heart with the fullness of 

He ee ee Reade Stes ae ae 
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“ By a fortune unique in history, Moham-. ae 

mad is a threefold founder, of a nation, of an ee 
Empire, and of a religion. Lliterate himselg, : 
scarcely able to read and write, he was yet the 3 


author of a book which is a poem, a code of 
laws, a Book of Common Prayer, and a Bible in | 
one, and is reverenced to this day by a large  -— 
part of the human race, as a miracle of ptrity | 
of style, of wisdom and of truth. It was the Rats 
only miracle claimed by Mohammad—his a. 
standing miracle he called it, and miracle indeed | 


it is. 
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Py looking at the circumstances of the 
time, at the unbounded reverence of. his fol- 
lowers, and comparing him with the fathers 
-of the church or with medieval saints, to my 3 
mind the most miraculous thing about Mo- of 
hammad is, that he never claimed the power = 
: ot working miracles. Whatever he had said - 
he could do, his diciples would straightway _ 
have seen him do. They could “not Help 
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haste. it was with difficulty that one kept pace 


with him. 
His Habits. 


“ Thorough and complete in all his actions, 


. he took in hand no work without bringing it 


} 
h 





to a close. The same habit pervaded his 
manner in social intercourse. If he turned 
in conversation towards a friend he turned 
not partially, but with his full face and his 
whole body. In shaking hands he was not 
the first to withdraw his own; nor was he 


the first to break off in converse with a stranger, 
nor to turn away his ear. 
Simplicity of his Life. — 


A patriarchal simplicity pervaded his life. 
His custom was to do everything for himself. 
If he gave an alms, he would place it with his. 
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. own hand in that of the petitioner. © He aided vine 
Be a 
: his wives in the household aa mended ‘By. | 





Sl 
. 
tied up the goats, and , ‘ 
clothes: Lew L f, ( 5S, ana even cobbled his 
eandals. His ordinary dress was of plain white 


-otton stuff. made like his nieghbours ; but on 
nigh and festive occasions he wore garments of 
éne linen, striped or dyed in red. He never 
-eclined at meals. He ate with his fingers 
and when he had finished, he would lick them 
before he wiped his hands. He was to all 


easy-of-access— even as the rivers’s bank to him 
that draweth water from it’—yet he maintain- 
od the state and dignity of real power. Em- 
basies and deputations were received with the 


utmost courtesy and consideration. 


Urbanity and Kindness of Disposition. 


“A remarkable feature was the urbanity 
and consideration, with which Mohammad 


treated even the most insignificant of his 
followers. Modesty and kindliness, patience | 


self-denial, and generosity pervaded his conduct 5 : | 
and rivetted the affections of all around Dims sae - 
He disliked to say No. It unable id se 
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a petitioner in the affirmative, he preferred 
silence. ‘He was more bashful’, says his wife 
Ayesha, ‘than a veiled virgin ; and if anything 
displeased him, it was rather from his face, 
than by his words, that we discovered it. He 
never smote anyone, but in service of God, 


not even a servant. 


“He was not known ever to refuse an 
invitation to the house even of the meanest, 
nor to decline a proffered present, however 
small. When seated by a friend, ‘ he advanced 
his knees towards him’. He possessed the 
rare faculty of making each individual in a 
company think that he was the favoured guest. | 
If he met any one rejoicing at success, he would 
seize him eagerly and cordially by the hand. 
With the bereaved and afflicted, he sympat used — 
tenderly; gentle and indulgent on ittle 
children, he would not disdain © to st 2 
group of them at play, with the alut 
‘peace. He shared his Bise even in 
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scarcity, with others, and was sedulously soli- 
citious for the personal comfort of every one 
about him. A kindly and benevolent disposi- 
tion pervades all these illustrations of his 
character. 

Friendship. 


“Mohammad was. also a faithful friend. 
He loved Abu Bakr with the close effection 
of a brother; Ali with the fond partiality of 
a father; Zaid, the Christian slave of his wite 
Khadijah, was so strongly won by the kind- 
ness of the Prophet, that he preferred to remain 

+ Mecca rather than return home with his 
‘I will not leave thee,’ he said, 
‘for thou hast been 
The friendship 




















own. father. 
clinging to his patron, 
4 father and a mother to me- 
of Mohammad survived the death of Zaid, and 


his son Osama was treated by him with dis- 
tinguished favours for the fathers’ sake. 5 
Osman and Omat were also the objects: of his | 
special attachment, and the entht Isias ore 3 : 
which at Al Hodeibiya the Prov tentered into 
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persecution, treated even the foremost of his 
opponents with gracious and even friendly con- 
sideration. Not less marked was the forbearance 
shown to Abdullah and the disaffected citizens 
of Medina, who for so many years persistently 
thwarted his designs and resisted his authority, 
nor the clemency, with which he received the 
submissive advances of tribes that before had 
been the most hostile, even in the hour of 


victory. 
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Domestic Life. 





‘In domestic life, the conduct of sechuieal = 
ary. Asa husband his incl weal 7 
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held the progress of events in the divine hand 
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to be amenable to the influence of prayer. He 
was not slow to attribute the conversion of a 
<coffer, like Omar, or the removal of an impend- 
ing misfortune (as the deliverance of Medina 
from the confederate hosts), to the effect of his 


own earnest petitions to the Lord. 


His unwavering steadfastness 


| “ The growth 1 in the mind of Mohammad of 
the conviction, that he was appointed to be the 
prophet and reformer, 1s intimately connected 
with his belief in a special providence, embracing = 
the spiritual as well as material world, and out oe. 
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hopelessness of success to maintain his prin- 
ciples unshaken. No sooner was he released 
from this restraint than, desparining of his native 
city, he went forth solitary and unaided to At- 
Taif, and there summoned its rulers and in- 
habitants to repentance, with the message 
which he said he had from his Lord; on the 
third day he was driven out of the town with 
ignominy, while blood flowed from wounds 
inflicted on him by the populace. Retiring to 
alittle distance, he poured forth his complaint to 
God, and then returned to Mecca, there to 


resume the same outwardly hopeless cause, with 


the same high confidence in its ultimate success. 
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of slaves; and when mounted, by his taking 
another behind him. He would say: ‘T sit at 
meals asa servant doth, and I eat like a malts 
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to distinction from so trivial a source. His 
garments were sometimes of wool, sometimes 
of the striped cotton of Yemen, and were often 
patched. He forbade the wearing of clothes 
entirely of silk; but permitted a mixture of 
+hread and silk. 


“He was scrupulous as to personal 
cleanliness, and observed frequent ablutions. 
In his private dealings he was just. He treated 
friends and strangers. the rich and the poor, 
the powerful and the weak with equity, and 
was beloved by the common people for the 
afability, with which | he received them, and 
listened to their complaints. } He had his temper 
under great control, so that even in i ool 
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struck at the root of all these advantages. On 
that faith were founded the fortunes and 
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‘ndignation of his fellow-citizens and the horror 


and odium of all his countrymen who were 
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-ney been effected for selfish purposes. In the 
ime of his greatest power he maintained the 
.ame simplicity of manners and appearance as 
‘n the days of adversity. So far from affecting 
regal state, he was displeased if, on entering a 
-oom, any unusual testimonial of respect were 


shown to him. If he aimed at universal 
dominion, it was the dominion of faith; as to 


the temporal rule which grew up in his hands, 


he used it without ostentation and he took no 


step to perpetuate it in his family. 


“The riches which poured in upon him 


from tribute and the spoils of war were 


expended in promoting the victories of the 
faith, and in relieiving the poor among its 
votaries, insomuch that his treasury was often 
drained of its last coin. Omar Ibn A Hareth 
declares that Mohsuame af his death, did not 
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faith, a purely prophetic religion, as the religion 
of Jesus was in the time of Jesus, or the a 
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trinities, doctrines. and hetesies 
an could make head or tail of ; ad 
Mazdaism, the cult ot the Zorastian Magi, wig 
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Muhammad had brought home those attractive 
doctrines to the hearts of mankind. 


Abu Bakr and Omar are the two master oe 


figures in the history of Islam. It is not within Pa 
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the other, or to any new yariant replacing 
ist. look, but to the white 
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es and ;nstitutions of men, must be subdued 


mmon Will, ruling them all, 


becoming ™ 


liv 
to one CO 


And though much has been written 


foolishly about the antagonism of science and 
religion, there 1s, ‘ndeed, no such antagonism. 
What all these world religions declare by 
inspiration and insight, history as it grows 
clearer, and science as its range extends, display, | 
as a reasonable and demonstrable fact, that men ct 


form one universal esther oan that sey 
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and assure us that there 1S no réasoned peace 
no balance and no safety in the soul, 


until a man in losing his life has found it, and oe 
has schooled d and disciplined his instincts, ang EN 
narrow affections. The history of our race and a 
personal religious experience run s0 closely | 
parallel as to seem to a modern observer almost _ 
the same -thing ; both tell of a being at first oA | 
scattered and blind and utterly confused, feeling — . ; 4 
its way slowly to the serenity and salvation of — | 
an ordered and coherent Purpose, — \ aeaeaai aS Pe 


Through all its variations and corr . 
Christianity has never completely | ] ost 
suggestion of a devotion to God's" co nm ee | 1weal - eae ¥ 
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Mohammad decided to be the Moses of the | a 
Arab people. He told his neighbours in Mecca 
that he was the long expected prophet sent be 7 
Allah to save the world. The neighbour | q 
laughed most heartily and when Mohammad 
continued to annoy them they decided to pe : 
him. Mohammad heard of the plot and in the 


dark night he fled to Medina together with | | 
Abu Bekr, his trusted pupil. This t DI a 


in the year 622. 
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Mohammad taught to his followers was very 
simple. The disciples were told that they 
must love Allah, the Ruler of the World, the 
merciful and compassionate. They must honour 





and obey their parents. They were warned 
against dishonesty in dealing with their 
neighbours, and were admonished to be humble, 
and charitable to the poor and to the sick. 
Finally they were ordered to abstain from 
strong drink, and to be very frugal in what 
they ate. That was all. 


There were no priests, who acted as 
shepherds of their flocks and asked that they en 
be supported at the common expense. ‘The | 
Mohammedan churches or mosques were poets “ . 
large stone halls without benches Lee P - 
where the faithful ae hes Gt si ney 
inclined) to read at dis rs 
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established church, Figg 


of an bid, 

a day vibe turned his face towards Mec ae 
ae ly City, and said a simple prayer, — For a 
the Holy : she: time. Be let Allah rule tie 


the rest © bi: 
aw fit. a ue 
world as he s a of 


The second reason which explain the 
success of the Muslims in their warfare upo pon 
the Christians, had to do with the Cc 0 duct of — 
those Muslim soldiers who went | eee 
battle for the true faith. The prone 
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early dangers of the prophets’ life. Two years 
later, Abu Bekr died and was succeded by 
Omar the great. In less than ten years he 
conquered Egypt, Persia, Phoenicia, Syria, 
Palestine. | 

Omar was succeeded by Ali. After his 


death the caliphate was made hereditary and 





the leaders of the faithful became the rulers of 
a vast empire. They built a new city on the 
shores of the Tigris, near the ruins of Nineveh 
and called it Bagdad, and organising the Arab 
horsemen into regiments of cavalry, they set 
forth to bring the happiness of their Muslim 
faith to all unbelievers. In the year 700 A. ) 
a Muslim general by the name of Tarik crossed 
the old gates of Hercules and reached the igh: 
rock on the European side which he called the: 
jibel-al-tarik, the hill ste above peseneen 
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Visigoths and then the Muslims moved no; 
ward and following the route of Hannibal 
crossed the passes of the Pyrenees. Ty 
defeated the Duke of Aquitania, who tried « 
halt them near Bordeaux, and —— 
Paris. But in the year 732 they were | defez 
in a battle between Tours and Pain 
Charles Martel, Frandkish | c vie tain. Hoe 
drove the Muslims out of France, bi f 
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which they made in Asia and Africa and to-day 


there are as many followers of Mohammad as 
there are of Christ. 


The Crusaders who had begun their war- 
fare with deep hatred for the Muslims and 
great love for the Christian people of the 
eastern Roman Empire and Armenia, suffered 
a complete change of heart. They came to 
despise the Greeks of Byzantium, who cheated 
+hem and frequently betrayed the cause of the 
cross, and the Armenians and all the other 
Levantine races, and they began to setae 
the virtues of their Muslim enemies ee. 
proved to be generous and fair OPPEREAE 
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pinach which he planted in by 
w for his own benefit. He 

flowing robes of silk or cotton 
which were the traditional habit of ia 
pe of the prophet, and were Originally — 
worn by the Muslims. Indeed the crusades, a 
which had begun as a punitive expedition x 


against the Muslims became a course of general | 
instruction in civilisation for millions | of 
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Europeans. | Biss) _ 
From a military and political peint of 4 
view the crusades were a failure. But Europe : 
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ache, and feeling a deep contempt and hatred 
for the dentist who offered to help us with his 


science which was of Mohammedan origin. 


Then came the crusades and many things 
were changed. The crusades made millions of 
Europeans travel from the west to the highly 
civilised regions of the southeast. They dis- 
covered that the world was not bounded by 
the four walls of their little settlements. They 
came to appreciate better clothes, more com- 
fortable houses, new dishes, products of the 
mysterious orient. After their return to their 
old homes, they insisted that they should be 
supplied with those articles. The pedlar with 
his pack upon his back—the only merchant of | 
the Dark Ages—added these goods to his old | 
merchandise, bought a cart, hired a few ex~ | 
TOS to hee me against the crime : 
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started by a new Prophet, Muhammad, born in 
Mecca in 570 A.C. He was in no hurry to start 
this religion. He lived a quiet life, liked and 
rusted by his fellow-citizens. Indeed he was 
known as “Al-Amin” the Trusty. But when he 
started preaching his new religion and especially 
when he preached against the idols of Mecca, 
there was a loud outcry against him and 
ultimately he was driven out of Mecca, barely 
escaping with his life. Above all he laid stress 
on the one God, and that he, Mohammad, was 
the Prophet of God. 


Driven away by his own people trom 
Mececa, he sought refuge with some friends and 
helpers in Yethrib. This flight from Mecca 1s 
called the Hijrat in Arabic, and the Muslim 
calendar begins from this date—A.C. 622. Islam 
may be said to begin with the flight-(the Hijrat-) 
in A.C. 622, although in a sense it had begun a 


little earlier. The city of Yethrib welcomed. 
the Prophet and, in honour of his coming, the + 
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anged to “Madinat-un. 





ras ch 
> of the city ™ pi het-—-or just sho t] | - 
ame vee of the Prophe rtiy, . 
) wt De Cl : ae) 3 
198 it is knowl now: The people of ce ioe 
a. as ine ae 
Madin i helped Muhammad were called ee Po te: 
{adina WH? See 
Ma Descendants of these 


helpers: 


helpers” were proud of this title and evento fF 
he . | 3 te es 


this day they use it, 
Within seven years from the flight Mu-— 
A. eet oe 
hammad returned to Mecca as its master. Even | 


Ansar-~t he 












before this he sent out from — — oS : 


ledge the one God and his Prophetic 
ae Constantionople Emperior, got it as 


still engaged in his campaign againet the | 
In syria ; the Persian King got it, 
? 


a Tai- -Tsung got it in Chi l ie ae Bs 

oen ing of the ae 
se 

Idea of Messages we 


ts the Supreme confide 


4S Mission whi 
ich Muha 
“ind this “on fidence P 


Ve CoO his People, and 


F 


125 


and console them, this desert people managed to 
conquer half the known world. 

Confidence and faith in themselves was a great 
thing. Islam also gave them a message of 
lsrotherhood=—of equality of all those who were 


Muslims. A measure of democracy was thus 
placed before the people. Compared to the 


corrupted Christianity of the day, this message 
of brother—hood must have had a great appeal, 
not only for the Arabs, but also for the inhabi- 


tants of many countries where they went. 
Muhammad died in 632 A.C. ten years after 
the Hijrat. He had succeeded in making a 
nation out of the many warring tribes of Arabia 
and in firing them with enthusiasm for a cause. 
He was succeeded by Abu Bakr, a membter of 


his family, as Khalifa or Caliph or chief. The 
kind of informal 


succession used to be by a 
Two years later 


election at a public meeting. 
Abu Bakr died and was succeeded by Omar, who 
was Khalifa for-teh YOGte2: foe Pe 
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Bakr and Omar were great men ho 














Abdu ‘ 
‘id the foundation of Arabian and Islamic 
la eness. As Khalifas they were both ic. 
greatnes 


head and political chiefs—King and Perea 
one. In spite of their high position and the | 
growing power of their state, they struck to 
the simplicity of their ways and refused to 
countenance luxury and pomp. The dem rac a 
of Islam was a living thing for them. But ¢l ae 
own officers and emirs tele to silk aie po ee 
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city of the Jews and Christians, was occupied 
by the Arabs, and the whole of Syria and Iraq 
and Persia became part of the new Arabian 


Empire. 
The religion preached by Muhammad, by 


‘ts simplicity and directness and its flavous of 
democracy and equality, appealed to the masses 


in the neighbouring countries. They had been 
ground down long enough by autocratic kings 
and equally antocratic and domineering priests. 
They were tired of the old order and were ripe. q 
for a change. Islam offered them thischange =” 
and it was a welcome change. for it bettered x 
them in many ways and put an end to mene i E : a 
abuses, 2.4): 2 iseeene pba ads Aaa a 4 
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years their relations with the Indian rulers 
were of the friendliest. In the west they 
marched on and on. It is said that their general 
Okba went right across north Africa till he 
reached the Atlantic Ocean, on the western 
coast of what is known as Morocco now. He 
was rather disappointed at this obstacle, and he 
rode as far as he could into the sea and then 
expressed his sorrow to the Almighty that there 
«as no more land in that direction for him to 
conquer in His name. . 


From Morroco and Africa, the Arabs 
crossed the narrow seas into Spain and Europe 
—the Pillars of Hercules—as these narrow seas 


were called by oe old Greeks, The Arab 1 





scanned by Easy Stanner 











. 7. 
u iS | 
a@ 
- ss J 
() - “Ss 
~ ~¢ Vio 


AA 


e death of Mohammag 





3 years from th 
5 the Arab Empire spread from the south of F rance 
and Spain right across north sASKCA, ta Suez, 
-ross Arabia and Persia and Central | Ay 
to the borders of Mongolia. India was out of 
‘+ except for Sindh, Europe was being attacked : 
by the Arabs from two sides—directly at Con- 
stantinople, and in France, via, Africa, ae < 
Arabs in the south of France were Bi" i . 
numbers and they were "SF, far = ro ma i 


peat | 


hundred 





Lal ee 


J 
ee ae 


scanned by Easy Scanner 








— 


131 


From Spain to Mongolia the Arabs 
triumphed, and these nomads from the deserts 
became the proud rulers of a mighty empire. 
Saracens, they were called, perhaps from Sahra 
and nashin meaning dwellers—the dwellers of 
the desert. But the dwellers of the desert took 


soon enough to luxury and city life, and palaces 


grew up in their cities. | ee 
The Abbaside period is especially interesting oe 


for us because of the new interest in ‘science . 
which it started. Among the ancients we. do 3 oy 
not find the scientific method i in Egypt or Ch n 1 i 
or India. We find just a bit of it in o old Gr ece. ee 
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and lastly, the gteat army of the unemployed, 
or those who have fallen by the way-side 


through no fault of their own. 


In these evil days of stress and keen com- 
petition, when almost every one lives and 
«works ata tremendously high pressure, we have 
+o find a solution in keeping with these three 
classes. The Holy Prophet Muhammad under 
Divine inspiration, tells us in the Holy Quran, 
the last of the revealed Books, (we Muslims 
believe that God sent. his messangers to all 
races and climes, and all the revealed Books, 
in their prisitne purity, had Divine origin), that he? : 
those who are fortunately placed must give: 
least oi per cent, ae cesiesnoerili x 
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Islam teaches inherent sinlessness of man. 
It teaches that man and woman come from the 
same essence, possess the same soul, and have 
wen equipped with equal capabilities for in- 


eellectual, spiritual and moral attainment. 


I do not think I need say much about the 
UJniversal Brotherhood of man in Islam. Itis 
a recognised fact. Lord and vassal, rich and 
poor, are all alike. I have always found that 
my brother Muslims have been the soul of 
honour and that I could believe their word. 
They have always treated me justly, as a man 
and a brother, and have extended to me the 
greatest hospitality, and I have always felt at 
home with them. 

In conclusion, I would like to say that: 
whereis Islam guides humanity in the daily 
work-day life, the present day so-called Chris- 
tianity, indirectly in theory and invariably 12 





practice, teaches its followers, it would seem, tO — 


pray to God on Sundays and to prey on His 





A ee ‘ 


ee. £ 
~ aye Ss 
yeas OH 


Z i. eles its ae i 





tr a - 


Ew: * 


creatures for the rest of the weeks 


Mei eT aA gt ape one Ve eek ten 

: it, i - = ae , 2 =» * ff i‘< iy Loe Rel get ~ te 74 es 
; ’ ba + a . * . . ll 

J a 2. taal” ts = ie 2h... a as a, ae a 2 ~~ I ye 







version he is esen asa 
and has won many souls ee | Bea: 
version of Her Higham Pas a ss B yang 
Muda of Sarawak is due to 7 tee j 
West and the Islamic € 

arose and nation after na 
sway, the Western hrc i 
a great problem. In ae | 













Pe 


wes preached, the ei 
to dust and it m 
bite: “to. ¥ (Cle cle rie ss MG . “ eat Pe 






ai 
ei P Ree! os ' 
; be nad d Ee ; > é or 
ey ee + ate ee mee Scanned by Easy Scanner 
7 ‘ hk ne er r : Seth ia cs f* 
eh ee 











139 


superiority of Muslim culture over their natrow 
petty ideas of Science and léathing.  Séadduke 
fromall parts flocked into the Muslim Colleges, 
and brought back with them enlightenment to 
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their native lands. Spain taught Europe the 
Sciences and therefore the Church resolved that 
nations must combine to drive out the Moor. 
What a terrible loss for Europe this was! It 
seemed that civilization must be doemed. 
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THE MUSLIM STANDPOINT 


By F. A. H. William. 
The Necessity of Religion—The Muslim 


religion differs from that of others, inasmuch as 
it forms a part of our daily life, instead of being 
practised only once a week as in the case of so 
many Christians, and by it are regulated many 
details of our home and family and business, and 
by these things the world will judge us. What 
is needed is that we should dwell always in the © 
perpetual Presence of the Unseen Allah, and — 
hold besos and intimate Pcacmrinan n with: H : u : 
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acquire a competence, consider your whole exis. ee 
tence, looking backwards and forwards from 9 ; 
Muslim stand-point. Is material gain to be the fe 
be-all and end-all of your life ?......Let others 
see that Muslims are as worthy and competent | ‘ 
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Let it be Islam’s task to enlighten them as 


| to the Oneness, the Omnipotence, the Omnis- 
cience of Allah. As one great Mother, she 
beckons to the different nations to take refuge 

jder her wing, to follow in her steps, and to 
live a life of greater plainness and simplicity 
which is so imperatively necessary if the finan- 


cial and moral equilibrium of government is to 
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A Universal Religion.— Get hold of this. 
essential fact, dear brethren and sisters in Allah, 
that Islam is not a sect; it 1s a universal religion 
| ‘nto which were born every man and woman 
and child of all nations ; and the essential fund- ere, : 
ne is so very easy to understand ; ous 4 





| amental doctri peo. 
f that Allah, ne of all life — death, ‘Whose soe am 


men everywhere 











HOW I CAME TO ISLAM 


By Mr Watkins. 


A Practical Religion.—Th2 Kzynote of Islam 
-s that it is a practicable religion, and not the 
dreamy philosophy of some creeds. In the 
world to-day we have no time for a faith which 


requires its yotaries to believe in illogical pro- 


positions. In our business life we use our 

intelligence every moment, but this is for an a 
afair which after all is subservient to the | 
outcome of all things, the development of the es 3 





Spiritual Faculties that enable one to be cal a 
service to humanity, and thus we: must being 8 of 
bear on religion the same keen nh acumen 1% oieueke : o ae 
necessary in mundane thi ng .. He peepee 
I find the Holy f. 
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By Swami Vivekanand, oo 4 


Se ate : 


Mohammadanism arose in “the desert op 
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ani founded the first university in Europe. 


Students flocked to Muslim Spain from all 





parts of Europe, from Italy, France, and even 
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from far off England. The sons of royal families 
came to learn manners, etiquette, civilisationand 
the art of war. Houses, temples, edifices and 
other architectural buildings began to be built 


after a new style. 


Now compare the first three centuries of 
the quick spread of the civilisation of Islam with 
the corresponding period of Christianity. 
Christianity during its first three centuries, was 
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not even successful in making itself known to the 
world;and since the day when the sword of Con- 
stantine made a place for it in his kingdom, 
what eck tis! ee ‘Christiania ever ne to eee ot Shae 
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be believers in the existence of God, but only 
wanting in faith in the prophet. Let there be 
a searching investigation into the respective 
merits of the two religions as regards their 
hopefulness, OF the throwing of obstacles in the 
path of progress, and it will be seen that where 
ever Islam has gone, there it has preserved the 
aboriginal inhabitants, there those races still 


exist, their language and their nationality abide 


even to the present day. 


Where can Christianity show such an 


achievement ? Where are, today, the Arabs of 
Spain, and aboriginal races of America? What 
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What is the meaning of the “ Progress of 
civilisation’ which the Europeans boast so 
much about? The meaning of it is, the 
successful accomplishment of the desired object 
by the justification of wrong means, 1. e. by 
making the end justify the means. It makes 
acts of thefts, falsehood, and hanging, appear 

proper under certain circumstances ; it 
vindictates Stanley’s whipping of the hungry 
Mohammadan guards who accompanied him for 
stealing afew mouthfuls of bread; it guides 
and justifies the well-known European ethics 


which says, “get out from this place, 1 want 


to come in and possess it,’—the truth of which 
is borne out eS the evidence bd Se, that mee 
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disgusted, and raised a cry ; saying: O, horror! 
bis religion 1s come to us to ruin our young 
boys, by giving them this Bible to read, and 


making them fall an easy prey to the charms of 
these half-clothed wily women! This is why 


they ate so very indignant with the Christians. er: 
Ocherwise, the Chinese are “very tolerant 
to wards other religions. 7! hear that Missionaries 
have now printed an edition of the Bible, 
leaving out the objectionable parts ; but) Ce 
step has made the Chiness more uspicious — 
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WOMAN IN ISLAM 
By Maud Diver 
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the Muslim woman is given higher legal rights . 
than any others of her kind. In law her footing py 
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ears there have atisen 


During recent ¥ | 
minds of intelligen: 


serious misgivings in the ph 
Western writers as 0 how far and how grossly 


the world has been misled on the subject of the . 
the formalism of its worship, : 





fanaticism of Islam, | 
and the alleged sensualism of its teaching; . 


though little impression has, I fear, been made ; 
on the mass of ignorance and the prejudice still a 
prevailing, | a 
But who of Christian writers has paused to 
contemplate the abundant evidence there is of ue 
the tact that the Prophet was a man of tender- 
ness of heart, gentle with the weak heap ; i 
ing, Compassionate and very pitiful to the a 
2 man recognized by all children asa playmate 
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with the infants on and about him, while he 


| played in their games with their toys. He 
stopped children in the streets with affection- 





ate word and gesture, The taciturnity which 

















marked his intercourse with grown-up people . 
ever gave way to his gentle affection for the | | 
young. There is a beautiful description of him | 
soing to the smoky hut of a woman, a black- 
smith’s wife, who had charge of a dying child, 
He nursed the little invalid for many hours; 
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tell you that one of the first lessons from the 
Prophet's life was his consideration for those 
who had lost their sight. Muhammad suffered 
remorse for many years because he once frowned 


at the importunity of a blind man. 


To his inferiors the Prophet was ever 
indulgent. He once had an awkward little page, 
but he would not allow him to be scolded. A 
servant, Anas, declared: “Ten years was I about 
the Prophet, and he never said as much as Ur’ 
to me.” He regularly visited the sick, and he 
taught his followers by his own » ae that 
beautiful Eastern custom bs 
any bier he might meet, an 
it, if only fora few yards, as 
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his sad burden fora short distance. All they 
could say to me in explanation was, “The 
Prophet, on whom be blessings and peace, he 
would havedone it!” He never first withdrew 


his hand out of another’s palm, and turned not 





before the other had turned. If aslave invited 
him toa meal, he would accept with a gentle 
grace. 


In numbers of villages scattered all over the 


Eastern world you will find a_ bench, often 
protected from rain and sun, by the side of the 
mosque door. Here poor wayfarers gather as 
a sign that they are in need, and as men visit 
the mosque they invite “the sitters on the 
___ bench,” as they are called, to eat with them ~ 
that day, or, failing that, they give them alms — 
_ topay for food. This good custom, like most — 
_ others, is, founded on the tradition that tells — 
ofthe Prophet's tenderness for the poor. wien 


he went in to his meals he nearly always calle 
some such folk to join him. eee ae Bo. 
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What I have written does but 1ndicate— 
and that only partially—one side of this great 


It may well serve to show why all 


- 


character. 
men who had intimate dealings with the 
>rophet venerated and loved him. Some day, 
perhaps, when a love of truth shines clear 
enough to dispel the prejudice of the ages 
Western writers will carry the study of the life 
of Muhammad past the point where they now 
allow his name tostand asa great figure in 


history, and will give him his just place in the 


golden book of humanity. 
Muhammad as a Husband 

In the religious history of the world there 
is no person who has done so much to elevate 
the position of the fair sexas Muhammad. He 
gave them rights when they had none. He 
taught man to respect woman, which never 
was man taught before. He made the woman 
sex almost sacred. Woman was always a f 
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weaker sex. In uncivilized countries, and 
even in civilized countries then—i. e. over 
thirteen hundred years ago—she was by herself 
absolutely helpless. She could not live with. 
out a protector—a man—a father, a_ brother, or 
a husband. She was ill-treated by all. Muha- 
mmad protected her from all. He saved her 
from being buried alive asa daughter—little 
innocent child. He gave her rights of inherit- 
ance evenasa sister. He protected her rights 
when she was a wife from being usurped 
by her husband. Muhammad never preached 
what he himself did not practise. He wasa 
model father: he was a model husband. His 
first wife was his senior by fifteen years; she 
was forty while Muhammad _ himself was only — 
twenty-five. A woman of forty in the Bast is 


considered very old, but Muhammad remained 
Fondly devoted to his wife uneil her vi ver’ ‘a 







, BN PEE 





ae 
165 


aftet their marriage ; and that devotion is truly 
represented in the words of Prof. T. W 
Arnold, “one of the most beautiful pictures of 


4 perfect wedded life that history gives us.” 
When the call came to Muhammad from above, 











he came as a faithful husband direct to Khadi- 
jah and sought her advice. Khadijah—his close 
companion who knew him as nobodyelse knew 
him—from whom Muhammad could not 
conceal anything even if he had desired to do 
so, gave him a certificate im these words: 
“Joyful tidings do you bring. By him in whose | 
hand is the soul of Khadijah, I will henceforth 
regard you as the Prophet. Allah will not 
suffer you to be dejected. Have you not been 
loving to your kinsfolk, kind to your neigh- 
bours, charitable to the poor, hospitable to 
the stranger, faithful to your word, and ever a 
defender of truth ft” ; 
Well did Muhammad deserve this certi- 
ficate from the hands of his wife. He was 
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true to his wife all his life, and even when 
she was dead he never forgot her. Her memory 
wasever green to him. He cherished even 
those people who were liked or who associated 
with Khadijah. Once after the death of 
Khadijah a woman came to his wife Ayeshg. 
Muhammad saw her and showed her uncom- 
monly great respect. When she was gone 
Ayesha asked Muhammad the reason for 
showig that particular respect to that woman. 
Muhammad said, “I showed her so much respect. 
because she used to come to Khadijah.” 

When Khadijah died, Muhammad’s most. 
faithful friend Abu-Bekr asked him to marry 
his little daughter Ayesha: and Muhammad, 
out of regard to his friend and companion who 
had borne with him many a hardship, could 
not refuse: so young and beautiful Ayesha’ 
was first betrothed and then married to the, — 


Prophet. Yet he never forgot his late wi Pa 
Khadijah, and always used to sighing. . er 
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with affectionate memory. One day, as he was 
thus cherishing the memory, likea devoted 
husband, of his deceased wife, the new wite, 
young and pretty as she was, felt a little jealous 
and said to Muhammad, “Was she not old, and 
has not Allah given youa better one in her 
place ”” “No,” replied Muhammad, “there 
never can be a better ! She believed in me when 
others ridiculed me, she helped me when I was 
persecuted by the world,” (Abulfeda). 

Khadijah has been placed in the ranks of 
the four perfect women—(1) The sister of 
Moses, (2) The mother of Jesus, (3) Khadijah, 
and (4) Fatimah, the beloved daughter of the 
Prophet. 


As a husband Muhammad was fond of 
Ayesha as well. Al-Ghazzali writes: “The 


Prophet himself, when he found the weight 


of his revelations press tO” heavily upon, bim, 
touched his wife Ayesha and said, ‘Speak 






ne 
en 


< A= r? Fe 


ities se) i  : ue 

sk tome!’ Thishedidthat = 

me, O Ayeshe, speak tO MC! - 5 os 
: ook Se as Ee t = y Yeas ic! 

he “44 AS. +20" —- » nS “7 ee 

- re Bi toy Fe . ‘Ahee™ st a, 

‘ . ‘: ‘ : ; y 





168 


from that familiar human touch he might 
receive comfort and strength.” Muhammad 
used to take part in his wife’s recreations and 


amusements, and did not check them. On one 


- occasion he ran races with Ayesha to humour 


her, and on another he held her up 1n his arms 
that she might look at some performing negroes, 

Muhammad taught others, by preaching 
as well as by example, to be good husbands. 
When his freed bondman Zaid, whom he 
treated very affectionately like a son to ratse 
the status of slaves in society and to whom 
he got one of his own distant relatives married, 


wanted to divorce his wife, the Prophet 


made several efforts to reconcile the two; and 


ultimately, when his attempts failed and he 
found that he could not leave Zainab alone to 


be looked down on in society after having got 


her married to a person who was once a slave, 


he married her himself and treated her with» 





husbandly devotion, thus re-establishing her — i 4 
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social position and impressing upon Zaid how 
wrong it was of him not to put up with his 
wife—@ lady who was fit to become the wife of 
the Prophet. Muhammad's sayings giving us 
<ome idea of what sort of husband he wasareas 
follows : 

“To give one’s wife the money she requires 
is more important than to give alms.” 

“He who deserts his wife and children is 
like a runaway slave; till he returns to them 
none of his fasts or prayers will be accepted by 
Allah.” 


“He who bears the ill-humour of his wife 
patiently will earn as much merit as Job did by 
the patient endurance of his trials.” 

“When husband and wife eat together 


Allah sends his blessings upon them, and the 
angels pray for them.” | 

On his death-bed also the Prophet was 
heard to ON Panes Continue in prayer and treat 
your wives well, for they are dependent upom 
you.” (Al-Qidwai.) eee 


















MUHAMMAD AS SOCIAL 
REFORMER 


By J. Parkinson 





The average European, when he reads the 
heading of this article, will probably shrug his: 
shoulders and smile with self-satisfaction think- 
ing that between the man Muhammad and the 
term Socialist there is no connecting link. Yet: 
the social, let me say Socialist, reforms taught P| 


by the Prophet and introduced by him in his. 
legislation permeate the entire body politic of — 


Islam. While the universal spirit of expansion. 7 . 
aomarited by the race may haye the — om 


and conquering zeal, it was the oc c 
and energy, of Islamic lealcat 
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snd maintained the mighty fabric of Saracenic 

civilization, and made it supreme over all pam: ? ; e ; 
‘ag and pre existing empires, making Granada ag 
‘he Queen City of the West, Bagdad the Pride 
of the East, Damascus the Pearl of the Desert, a eB! 
and Cordova the greatest Glory of the World. : ae 7 
' ‘To elevate a people, to raise them a and - , 
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Spiritual progress lies at the root of all materia] 
progress. They both react the one on the 
other: sometimes one may be ahead, sometimes 
the other. But progress spiritually is the 
mainspring of the total machinery of the State, 
and is the real measuring-rod of progress and 
civilization. 

So the Prophet introduced the grand ideal 
ot Islamic Brotherhood, binding Muslim to 
Muslim and State to State. It may be said that 
Jesus also, and others as well, taught their dis- 
ciples an ideal of brotherhood. Yes, disciples. 
Muhammad was wider and nobler and in his 
sweep embraced not only Muslims but all. 
humanity. One God, one people; the Creator 
——His creation. 


“Whether a Believer, a Jew, a 
Christian, or a Sabean, he who believes 
in God, the Last Day, and acts aright, his 


reward is with his God, he should neither 
fear nor be grieved.” | 
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far as the Muslim was concerned it put an end 
for ever to the doctrine that there was one 


standard of morals for the individual and ano- 
ther standard for the nation or the State. The 


State would henceforth be judged by the same 
measuring-rod that judged the acts of the 
individual. A State could not make progress 
—would, indeed, be subject to disintegration— 
unless internally, as between each person, 
justice was impartially administered. It is to 
the credit of the Prophet of Islam that he pro- 
vided a system by which injustice might be 
detected and judged, whether perpetrated by 
rich or poor, high or low. 


Woman 


Woman was elevated toa status she had 


never enjoyed previously, either in the East or 
the West. Her rights were safeguarded by the 


law, and her husband had no claim on the fruits | . i Rae 






of her labour or on her property, while as wife 
she held certain legal claims on i Her hus ast at dd 
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could not repudiate and none might take from 
per. Slavery was not abolished; but ehs 
<ocial position of the slave was entirely changed 
hat he became practically one of the faite 
The laws governing his condition were so 
tramed that had the Muslims themselves acted 
up to them slavery would have been a thing of 
the past in the lands of Islam centuries ago. I 

may say here that a man can only be made a 
slave by a Muslim when he is taken prisoner 
in war, and not even then if he can pay a 
ransom, or if the nation to which he belongs 
Another valuable ze 
reformation was the abolishing of all forms 
gambling, one of the. ~ - | Bok EE 
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abolition. Two aspects of the Prophet's teach- 


ing ought to appeal to every moderm Socialist, 


The first his forbidding 


Usury 
The hoarding up of money so as to lay it 
out at interest and live on it without labour 
was interdicted. Every Muslim must work for 


his own sustenance. Sucha law made for the 


more equal distribution of wealth. It saved — 


the many from becoming paupers and the few 
millionaires. The Khalifa Umar so far reco- 
gnized this teaching of his master that he 


refused to keep a surplus in the State Treasury, 


and distributed what was over every Friday to 


the people according to their needs. Tne 


second aspect: The Prophet forbade “ ‘corners 
ing.” the creation of a bere? in 1 any of ‘the = 
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The Political Aspect of Islam 


never seems to have been Clearly gtasped by 


the great mass of Europeans, Politically Islam 
is a Brotherhood, and therefore a Democracy. 
The meanest subject of a Muslim State has the 
«ame right to be heard on a questin affecting 
the State or the religion as the ruler of the 
State himself. 
Under Islam all are Equal. 

The Prophet left no hard-and-fast rule as 
-o the title of the supreme head of a Muslim 
State, or as to whether that head was to be one 
man or a body of men. That point was in the 
hands of the people themselves; the ijma or 
asreement of the Muslims. They could appoint 
a King, a Sultan, 42 President, or 2 
Council. But no matter which was appointed 
the governor or governing body was only there 
to see that the laws formulated by the Prophet 
were carried out, and that any fresh tite - 
detail in State management introduced were we 
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conformity with the general principles enun- 
ciated by the great lawgiver. It was the duty 
of the head to safeguard the interests of the 


State internally and externally according to the 
laws of Islam. The head of a Muslim State jg 
merely administrative and executive. No 
Khalifa or Governor was at liberty to act con- 
trary to the decision of a court of justice. 
Tribunals of justice were independent; and rich 
and poor alike, Sultan and servant were tried 
equally by the Kadi (chief judge), a paupar on 


application to the judge having. the power to 


call the King to account. Even in England until is 


lately the landowning (county) families looked | | 


on labour as demeaning ;: the idea still remains, 


but has become less noticeable, disa pe ear 
aeAcueey before the sheer Fi no paths 


hand, ae 
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Muhammad ennobled Labour, 


and raised it to the highest standing. He was 


a worker himself; so were his earliest and 
most enthusiastic converts. Land in Muslim 


nerilc ; 
-- 


suntries has always been the most important 


ct) 


asset from which revenue was obtainable. All 
land was the property of the State, and was 
only leased out to individuals at an unsettled 
-ax. The tax varied according to the conditions, 
+he ideal being never to overtax so as to 
pauperize, or make life a burden. If the law 
was carried out no great landowning or capitalist 
-lass could arise. The division of a person’s 
estate after death was fixed by law; all relations 
within a certain degree were provided for, so 
there could be no vast accumulation of land or 
capital in one person or the elder branch of a 
family. The old and the infirm were the care 
of the State, and the State was bound to Pro- 
vide forthem. “Old age pensions’ are centurles 
old in Islam. - 
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In the face of those facts, on the question 
of what attitude the Prophet ts likely to haye 
taken up in regard to the social problems of 
the present, we need not speculate, If the 
doctrines he taught had been obeyed by al], 
there would not have arisen a war of classes, 
no pauperization would have been possible, no 
deadweight of capitalism would have arisen to 
crush the whole social fabric, no monopoly 
could have been created. Such was the far-seeing 
farreaching legislation of that one man who set 
Arabia on fire with the light of his genius and 


the energy of his divine inspiration. 





THE JOY OF LIFE 





Islam does not preach a kill-joy philosophy. 
It permits the enjoyment of all the bounties o¢ 
God in wise moderation within the limits pre- 
scribed by the Shariat (law) with due regard to 
the rights of others. Faith in Ged, an optimistic 











view of life, and the cultivation ot all. our 
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Robert Louis Stevenson gives expression 
to similar ideas in the following beautiful 
paragraph :— 


“The soul demands that we shall not 
persue broken ends, but great and comprehensive 
purposes, in which soul and body may unite 
like notes in a harmonious cord. That were 
indeed a way of peace and pleasure, that were 
:ndeed a heaven upon earth, It does not demand, 
however, or, to speak in measure, it does not 
demand of me, that I should starve my appetites 
for no purpose under heaven but as a purpose 
‘mn itself; or in a weak despair, pluck out my 
eye that I have not yet learned to guide, and 
enjoy with wisdom. The soul demands unity 
of purpose, not the dismemberment of man; 
‘+ seeks to roll up all his strength and sweetness, 
all his passion and wisdom, into one, and make 
of him a perfect man exulting in perfaction "- 


Speaking of asceticism Rabindra Nath 
Tagore says : 


“ Deliverance is not for me in renunciation. 
I feel the embrace of freedom in a thousand 


bonds of delight.’ 
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BEAUTY 


All human beings seek for happiness. The 
motive even of virtue is the attainment of 
ultimate happiness. But nothing in the world 
birngs man complete satisfaction. So he goes 
from object to object, thinking now he will 
nd what his soul seeks, only to find the com- 
plete satisfaction still eluding him. His soul 
has faint perception of what it seeks and does 
not know where to find it of a certainity. 

What the soul is really seeking all the time 


is beauty. That is why beauty appeals to every 


body. People seek it in nature, in art and 
architecture, in scupture, in poetry, ! in music, in 


beautiful thoughts and beautiful actions. No 


one likes ugliness for its own sake or seeks for 
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ing which 1s good is beautiful for 
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= Every th 

: | its goodness. Beauty 1S goodness and goodness. 

. ‘; beauty. What is not beautiful is dul], — | 
{ Whereas beauty exhilerates the soul. Look : 
at the lilies in the field, says Christ, even _ | 
Solomon inall his glory was not arrayed like 

| one of these. The search for beauty is natural | 
F and intrinsic to the soul. God has created beau-- 4 


ty and gifted man for the appreciation of it. 
“God is beauty and loves the beautiful, ” “says. 
Prophet Muhammad. Therefor he seca 


us to beautify our lives. | g 3.23 


Beauty is truth, truth esis eat ie a 
We know on earth, and all “oe to k now). 
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of Philosophy (the word invented by himself) :- sis 


, He who has been instructed thus far in 
the things of love, and who has learned to see. 
the beautiful in due order and succession, when. 
he comes toward the end, will suddenly perceive 
a nature of wondrous beauty (and this, Socrates, 
is the final cause of all our former toils)—a 
nature which in the first place is everlasting, 
not growing and decaying, or waxing and 


waning ; wei the next place not fair in one point 
of view and foul i in another, or at one time in 
one relation or at. one, place fair, at another 


time in another - relation or at another place 
foul, as if fair to some and foul ie: ae 
likeness of a ae 8 or baer 
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without diminution and without increase or 
any change is imparted to the evergrowing ang 
perishing beauties of all other things. He who 
under the influence of true love rising upward 
from these begins to see that beauty is not far 


from the end. And the true order of going or 
being led by another to things of love is to 
use the beauties of earth as steps along which 
he mounts upwards for the sake of that other 


beauty, going from one to two, and from two 


to all fair forms, and from fair forms to fair 


practices, and from fair practices to fair notions, 
until from fair notions he arrives at the notion 


_ of absolute beauty, and at last knows what the 


should be to maks duty beautiful by climingting | 


essence of beauty is ”’, 
I slept and dreamt that life is beauty, I 
woke and found that life is duty, says Brown- 


ing. Performance of duty brings a satisfactian 


of beauty. The ideal of a progressive society 
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all that is ugly 


ll 
1 human labour and human 
relations and Jats on the sou]. 


One of the best modern thinkers 


Mr. A, 
Clutton Brock expounds thjs phillosophy in the 


following beautiful words :-— 
Education ought to teach us how to be in 
love always and what to be in love with. The 


great things of history have been done by the 


great lovers, by the saints and men of science 
and artists, and the problem of civilisation is to 


give every man a chance of being a saint,a 


man of science, or an artist. But this problem 
cannot be attempted, much less solved, unless 





men desire to be saints, men of science and = 


artists. And if they are to desire ‘that con- 


‘taught 
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perhaps, activities which we all ought to 
exercise. It is a commonplace now that art 
has ebbed away out of our ordinary life, out of 
all the things which we use, and that it is 
practised no longer by workmen, but only by a 
few painters and sculptors. That has happened 
because we no longer recognize the aesthetic 
activity as activity of the spirit and common to 





allmen. We do not know that when a man 
makes anything he ought to make it beautiful 
tor the sake of doing so, and that when a man 
buys anything he ought to demand beauty in it, 
for the sake of that beauty. We think of | 
beauty if we think of it at all, as a mere source 
of pleasure, and therefore it means to us orna- | 
ment added to things for. which we can py e . 
extra as we choose, But: beauty is not an 


ornament to life, or to the est bei by ik ; 
It is an essential part of beth sc 
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“ Recite ! 


In the name of God, the Com 


Passionate, 
the Merciful,” 


One after another, the Suras, part rhap- 
sody, part poem, part command. came to him 


throughout his life. Songs of praise, ‘promises 
to the true believers, threats to all who do not 
accept Islam, instructions and proclamations as 
the mystic turns into ruler and administrator 
under the growing success of his mission : the 
whole work continued for twenty-three years. 
With Muhammad’s death in the year A. D. 
632 it was finished and sealed ; for the Koran 


is the voice of one man—the servant, as he : 
calls himself therein, believing it to be rather 
the voice of God than that of himself as the 
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the world’s great scriptures, the sacred book of 


this most virile faith. 


Those words had turned a number of wild 
desert tribes from superstitious animists and 
idol worshippers into a nation of warrior 
heroes ready to give their lives gladly for the 
one God, whom their Prophet preached. The 
powerful kingdom of Persia fell before them 
in the seventh century, northern Africa and 
Spain in the eighth, the Punjab and northern 
India in the ninth, Wonderful cities—Beghdad, 
Cordova, Delhi, Fostat—sprang up in their path. 
A great culture amalgamating the knowledge Of a 
the East and the West followed, immensely ad- . 
vancing sig: knowledge in> its” oes J 
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than the Christians of their tim T 
S es 


method of numerals sup 
cumbersome 


Planted the 
Roman system, and opened up ne 


WwW possi bilit; 
* > ‘ . e 
in mathematics. This whole : 


Muham mada n 


the Prophet 


Koran and its teaching, 
the undeniable echo of his 


civilisation after the death of 


was tied together by the 


inspired voice. 
Little wonder that when the people of Mecca 


in the early days of his mission, asked him to 
perform miracles, he replied that his revelation. 


the Koran, was itself a miracle straight from 
God. 
The Wisdom of the Koran 

“Repel evil with what is better ; and, lo, 
he between whom and thee there is enmity 
will be as if he were a warm friend.” 

* 

“To your parents show kindness, and to 
kindred and orphans, and the poor and - 
neighbour who is akin and the neighbour who 
ls a stranger, and the companion who is strange 
and the son of the road.” 
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“Wrong notfand ye shall not be wronged.” 
* 4 
“Seemly unto men is the provision for the | 4 
life of this world : but God, with Him is the 
best resort,” 
* rest 
“ The likness of them that take to them 
selves guardians instead of God is the likeness | 
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prophets: and who gives Wealth for Hi 
5S 

Kindred, and orphans and the 


poor, and the 


son of the road, and beggars ang those 


: ’7 in 
capitivity-. 


* 


“The likeness of those who expend thei; 
wealth in God's way is as the likness of a grain 


that grows to seven ears.” 


* 


“Who giveth away his suhstanee that he 
may become pure ; and who offereth not favours 
to anyone for the sake of recompense, but sed 
as seeking the face of his Lord the most high 
end he shall be well content. 


* 


“Who is steadfast in Pray® 
el 
alms; and who are faithful to . che patient 
when they make a covenant, an le 
yd in tl ae, 
lence: these are they who iat oe | 
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HAPPINESS OF LOVE 


By Shamsi Tabriz 


Happy the moment when we are seated in the palace, 
thou and 1, 


With two forms and with two figures but with one 
soul, thou and I. 


The colours of the grove and the voice of the birds 
will bestow immortality 


At the time when we come into the garden, thou and [. 
The stars of heaven will come to gaze upon us, 
Wre shall show them the moon itself, thou and I. 


Thou and I, individuals no more, shall be mingled in 
ecstasy, 

Joyful, and secure from foolish babble, thou and I. 

All the bright-plumed birds of heaven will devour 
their hearts with envy 

In the place where we shall laugh in such a fashion, 
thou and L. 0 

This is the greatest wonder, that thou and I, sitting 
here in the same nook, a 

Are at this moment both in Iraq and Khorasan, ‘thou - 
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with Russo-Japanese war that they seldom be. 


came infected after wounds because the soldiers — 


were compelled to bathe before every battle 
and their uniforms were kept clean. Similar 
reports were made of the Turkish soldiers during 
the world war, their wounds healing quickly, 
In this case, of course, aside from cleanliness, 
the results were also promoted by the impor- 
tant circumstance thet the devout Mussulmans 
followed the wise direction of their prophet 


not to take any spirituous liquors. Such liquors, _ 


if taken daily or frequently, reduce the intrinsic 


resisting power of our bodies against infection, — 


@ power conferred upon us by beneficent 
nature. pee 
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THE MUSULMAN NATION 


By Andre Servier 


(La Psychologie du Musulman) 

Such is the influence exerted by Islam 
upon individuality, so great is its power of 
domination, that the mass (professing it) forms 
a true nation in the midst of other peoples, a 
nation whose various portions, melted in the 
same crucible, obedient to the same ideal, 
sharing the same philosophic conceptions, are 
animated by the same belief in the excellence 
of the sacred dogma. Such is the Musulman 


The Musulman, whoever he may be, sub- 
mits to the strict discipline of Islam. ue acts 
always in conformity with the higher interests 
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collected by past Senerations, inflicting on the 


able. an 
injury which can never be compensated, 


world a loss so great as to be inconceiy 
an act 

of vandalism which will for ever be a black 

page in history, a disgrace and dishonour to 

the people and still more to the Church which 

approved such an act. 

Compare this attempt to keep the masses 
in ignorance with the teaching of Muhammad, 
who says :-— 

“The acquisition of knowledge is a 
duty incumbent on every Muslim, male 
and female.” 

Surely a great saying and an honour to 
himself and his faith, and equally great as a 
contrast to the methods of his opponents. 


, sis ak ane 
Incidentally note in passing this | 
ey ‘ 
on his attitude to women» it is rahe . 
male and female alike. What an a 


those who say he taught that 


woman has 
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neither soul nor intellect! Mark also the 
‘broadmindedness of this view. He would open 
the book of knowledge to all—male or female, 
rich or poor, common or select ; it was not only 
their right, it was a duty incumbent on all to 
learn all they could, to make the best of them- 
selves. which they could never do while in 
ignorance. 

T once heard it argued that Muhammad did 
not know how dangerous and far-reaching the 
results might be, and that it might just as often 
‘be a power for evil as for good. I entirely dis- 
agree with both statements. Regarding the 
latter, I do not believe that learning is as often 
powerful for evil; on the contrary, | am sure 
its tendency is always toward good, though it 
may be, and often is, diverted to evil. “ee 

That Muhammad fully realized how far- a 
reaching knowledge is, is clear, for he says : “s = | 

“ He dieth not, who takes to learnin ore | : 
A man’s life on earth might, 0 nay mu = » mt a 
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but his learning lives after him, and the end of 
its influence none can see. That he had not 


lost sight of its possible danger is equally clear 


from this: 


“The worst of men is a bad learned 

man, and a good learned man is the best.” 

Here he indicates the inéreased power of the 
learned man both for good and evil; but so 
sure is he that the balance will always tend to 


good, that he says: 


“To listen to the words of the 
learned and to instil into others the 
lessons of science is better than religious 
exercises. | 

Make no mistake though ; he does not say it 1s 


to take the place of religious exercises—in fact 


| think this saying points more at those who — 


shut themselves up (i.e. monks, hermits, etc.) 


and refuse to take their share in the battle bye 
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life | a 
. A y ear 8 . ‘ 
AL po ol oe 
=e a ee 

i - J ", ‘ :* 71 

: Owe ais DY , ae 

pty Pil Ste is 

., : = BD : “A war a 

ag rei , a c ort. i : at 4 ial 





210 


How may we visualize the value of learn- 
ing? Can you realize this ? The ignorant 
man may exist, he never really lives; his 
limitations are so great he is like one shut up 
in a cell, the tour walls of which form the 
boundary of his world; but even a little learn- 
ing may make the cell a palace, while much 


will make it almost a’paradise. 


I know it is not easy to climb the ladder, 
for, as Ruskin says, “It takes a great deal of 
time to get a little deal of learning,” But let 
none be discouraged ; there are many kinds of 
learning besides that in books—in fact there 
are many book scholars who know very little, 
and many learned men who know little of books. 
The greatest botanist I ever knew ‘could not 


read, but he could give you the name and | life 
of every herb and flower and tree within: FP 


So 


is gf his cottage, and men, with, tas & rters 
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; S S masterly gent 


simultaneously reformed the solities! 
AITICAal Con- 


dition, the  religicus creed, and the. moral 
practice of his countrymen. In the ike. 
many independent tribes he left a nation; for 
a superstitious belief in gods many and es 
any he established a reasonable belief in one 
Almighty yet beneficient Being; camahet men 
-o live under an abiding sense of this Being’s 
superintending care, to look. to Him as the 


-ewarder and to fear Him as the punisher of 


evil-doers. 
As Islam gradually extended its conquest 


beyond the boundaries of Arabia, many bar- 
barous races whom it absorbed became in like 
manner participators in its benefits. The 
Turk, the Indian, the Negro, and the Moor 
cast away their idols, to abandon 
wins, 0 orn 





were taught to , 
their licentious rites and cu 
the worship of one God, to “ 
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and an orderly way of life. The faith even of 
the more enlightened Persian was purified: he 
learned that good and evil are not co-ordinate 
powers, but that just and unjust are alike 
under the sway of one All-wise and Holy 
Ruler, who ordereth all things in heaven and 
earth. 

The Koran also enjoins repeatedly and in 
very emphatic language the duty of showing 
: Shan, and 
ot treating slaves, if converted to the faith, 


kindness to the stranger and the 





with the consideration and respect due to bes 


lievers. The duty of mercy to. the lower 
animals is not forgotten, and it is to be tl an ke 
tully acknowledged that Muhammada: nism 


_ well as Buddhism shares with Christianity icy the, 


é ash ay 


t onour of having given bi ¥b to h ospitals an 
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216 | 
at Baghdad and Cairo 


bets t 
yniversities, and buil 
renowned 


<acity of hovels and the stench 


: libraries in the world, 
the mos 


When London wa 


in its streets such tl 
‘es air with iupunity, Cordova was noted for 


-he cleanliness and the beauty of its streets. 
and squares. Arabic is the most widely spoken 
language, and though Chinese characters are 
used by more people, Arabic will carry one 
further round the world. And with the 
Arabic vocabulary has gone the Mohammadan 


yat no one could breathe 





MO ee 


religion. To-day we decorate our walls and 
floors with fabrics that Mohammadans taught. 


us tO weave, we regale our senses with per- 
fumes that they taught us to make, we teach 


our children the higher mathemetics from text 
books of which they w 
creators, 


ere the _ original 





8 








eal ee 


: 7 ¢ al : 
he places where their human bretherey 
over the place: 


ic ; of the faith is no reflection 
| > requirements ¢ 
to the reqt 


— — saan a oo 


upon it any more than Christian failure ¢, | 
practise the parcepts of the Sermon ist the 
Mount warrants adverse criticism of Christian- 
itv. The ideals of a religion are ever ahead 
of the practice of its representatives. — 

By lifting to a higher moral and religious 
plane the communities of his day and place, by 
welding into a harmonious religious unity the 

conflicting creeds of Arabia, Mohammed 
achieved that which neither the Judaism nor 
the Christianity of Medieval Arabia could 
accomplish. Nay, more, in the successful ful- 
filment of | his civilizing work and in the 
realization of his supreme religious aim, 
Mohammed rendered invaluable service, not 
only to Arabia, but to albithe worldics:.é sakes’ 
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Count de RBoulainvilliers. 
se 
syste easonable 
Tl is no doctrinal system so Treas 
uf a? - 4 ae’ | on 
-omforting to well-doers, so terrible 
. ~ 5 7 
as Islam, 


to sinners 


St Hilaire. 


With the exception of Christianity, 
founded on the old Testament and the Gospels, 
with all their marvellous consequences, the 
world can boast of no religion that. may pro- 
perly be compared with Islam, or that. merits. 
even a remote comparison with it, 

Urquhart, 

The excellence and. effectiveness of the 
principles of Islam (each capable of immortalis- 
ing its founder) endowed the system which 
they formed with an energy exceeding those 
of any other political system. Within the life 
time of a man, though in the hands of a popu- 
lation wild, ignorant and insignificant, it spread. 


Over a greater extent than the ei of 
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_ While it retained jj 


Rome: ka 
‘+ was irresistible, 
tel: 


S Primit lve 
c Cha P 
rac. 


Gilman. 


Muhammad is the only man mentioned jn 
nistory who was at once legislator and poet, the 
founder of a religion and of an empire. 


Bosworth Smith 


During the darkest period of European 
history the Arabs for five hundred years held 


up the torch of learning to humanity. 
Canon Isaac Taylor. 


Islam has done more for civilisation than 
Christianity. A feeling of humanity, benevo- 
lence and brotherhood — is inclucated. Islam, 
above all, is the most powerful total abscineaes 
association in the world, whereas che acne 
of European trade means the extension | 
drunkenness and vice, and the 48 
the People. 





gradation of 


i : | " E ® 
or Snr ,% iAP 2s ; hv a 
lied tek AY ‘~* a 


ve 
aa ~ vw, oa" “ 
es ta a . 


a << My * 
' we eA 
Sue as! ee ot 
See ee 


P ie Pat 
ies 


eae fF BCS Va cs FS 


at 





ch in, out day makes the. 
ace ‘successful Of pro. 


c? 


x pel from many dark 

















Scanned by Easy Scanner 








226 

.¢ from Koran can ‘i be recalleg | 
which passages struction, admiration, Consolation ; a 
suitab yle for ue How dee ply to this }- ole . 
enc eee _ waa ‘nde sbted for dé uly guida; Ce F 
Asia and A rie we and America for the igh f 
how deeply Euro} i" 
of science. 1 


C. A. Alington 


(Dean of Durham) 
The Muhammadans created a caliphate jn 













Spain which far surpassed any western court in 
splendour, luxury and culture: the Arabs 
produced poets, philosophers, metaphysicians 
and men of science learned in physics, as- 


tronomy and mathematics. Gibbion is justified 
in saying that in the ninth century they alone 
aa in the West practised with success “the arts 
~  _—_—s Which minister to the convenience and luxuty 
is ot life,” and the great S; 
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us that have a 
E ~ 8Ny mora} life, we all iy aa 
Islam is the religion Of com 
is the most practica] religion, an 
calculated to solve the wor 
problems, and to bring ~ humanity 
happiness, 
Muhammad Was once asked “Vy 
to which he replied! “ Obe 


‘commandments. and kindness to E st 
On Biers: occ "Ca S 
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and happiness. 
Europe is beginning 
he creed of Muhammad. 
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f | Charles T. Gorham. 3 
1 (Christianity and Civilization) 7 
ji In the eighth century the Muslims con- § 
| quered Spain, and as if by magic, a splendid 
; civilization sprang into being. An extensive 

commerce and a_ general love of industry 
created a wealth that astounded the Chritian 
world. Wise laws developed and regulated an 
ingenious system of agriculture. The Moors 
bred cattle, sheep and _ horses. Civilization ; 
owes to them the culture of silk and introduc- ae 
tion into Europe of | rice, sugar, cotton and 4 
many fruits. They fostered the manufacture 
ae eee a 
of textile fabrics, earthenware, irom st steel . 





leather. While Christians were | 
one another = the g a ee | . 
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arious races o} mank; 
: so many and so Vv i 
of ende avour, 


The great Muslim communities of Atrica, India anid 
Ind perhaps also the small Muslim communi¢;, 
NGaonec oS 


* Chine and the still smaller community ip te 


+hat Islam has still the power to reconcil, 


show 
elements of race ang 


apperantly irreconcilable 
+-adition. If ever the opposition of the great SOCieties 


of the East and the West is to be replaced by co. 
operation, the mediation of Islam is an indispensabj. 
condition. In its hands lies very largely the solution 
of the problem with which Europe is faced in its 
relations with the East. If they unite, the hope of a 
peaceful issue is immeasurably enhanced, but if 
Europe, by rejecting the co-operation of Islam, throws 
it into the arms of its rivals, the issue can only be 


disastrous for both. 
N. K. Chatterji, M. A. Monghyr College. 


It is true that Muhammad received no education 
m school or college but he had that inner vision 
which makes a man truly great. His love of religion 
and God was boundless. He was born in an age when 
social corruptions and and moral depravity were 
rampart in his own country, The pitiful sight of the 
degeneration of his coy ntrymen moved his heart. 











the imminent perils to huss ‘eleas cme ae 
ms Herein lies his seas hi ZF aa ied exten ad re ies oi: 








And he jumped into the firy ordeal to save them from 
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y aptly 

: Bospel of 
| pater! | ee Of which are love and 
gelf-sactince, at Ry time of Wide-sp read Vice and # 
gut how many ot our countrymen do regard him a3 
rhat light to-day ?) Our country is unfortunate ‘init 
gnfortunate is the Indian people that the noble mission 
»f that prophet of beloved memory has been mis- 
represented here ! 


The philosophy of his religion is very high. 
Religion according to him is love. There is one and 
only one God. In the eyes of a true Musulman there 
is no distinction between sect and sect, between 
community and community. 


J. H. DENSION 
(Emotion as the Basis of Civilization) 
“MUHAMMAD had created a religion which 
had none of the features of the ancient cults, no 
priesthood, and no ceremonial, which was based cana ede 
forms but upon a spiritual relationship to an wnsee® 
God. It was not designed to give prestige to & eo 
‘roup but to create a universal brotherhood compose ae 
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and Teachings of Quran.” The. manner in 
you have abridged Davenport's Life Pies 
- Prophet is admirable. No important p 
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professor Wali-u d-Din 


iM 
Osmania University, A., Ph 


Thanks very much for 


‘ your S 
pleasant to read this book and Do a. book, It ig 
have done a service to Islam jn placing Mie! o 
hands of modern readers, this tl 






" Lecturee 


;qstructive. eee ~~ ; ee 
Mr. Amir Ahmad Khan, Fores: or = ae 
ballpur : Come hee 
It 1s indeed a delightful book and will re 
valuable reading for Muslims and non-M, : he z a . aie 








Second part of your book is very inspiring to ee 
full : force and argument for others, _ ssa 


- Said-ud-Din, Retired | Sessions fie ‘es 
ie : aes 
Your book will prove one the est | os" 
to give the reader i in one hou ra accurate kn 
islam and its great Founder. — . 
_KS. Nur ‘ahi Khan, } t iead 
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however that the value of th, 


think : | 
and. | would give margina| 
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to unders Me: rou 

sould be inet? ased it 7 | . 

eat Suras and Ayats 10 the chapter entitled 
ances to HUTAS § ‘a rate 

ence Ouran. Such references would 


refere | 
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| > ties ol | 3 

Beau ot. value of directing the reader to 

have the further vai : 

+ study of the original. 


Singh, M.A., Khalsa College 





wide 
Professor Teja 


Amritsar : 
I have read your book. “Mohammad and Teach- 


ings of Quran. It is a very readable and handy bosk 
ona sreat subject. The parts containing the life of 
the Holy Prophet and selections from the Quran are 





particularly useful. 
Sardar G. B Singh, Model Town, Lahore. 


The book presents a very attractive Picture of 
Islam and its Founder which cannot fail to impress 
non-Muslim readers. The simplicity and the definite- 
re oe Islamic creed are well brought out in 
strong relief. It ought to 

Heh, Prove a usetull book { 
Propagation of Islam. | Ss 3 


Sibdar Ruies’ Sie 
ardar Sujan Singh, (founder of Prem Sabha, 


a Se 


Lahore) 


I liked reading wen petites Re 
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port. You have collected , a Rayer 
that a non-Muslim absinthe pow bee aay 
teachings ot Mohammad Sahib. Tr je very ele 
vating to read tis life, You would he doing real 
service to humanity if you translate this book into 
Punjabi, and publish it in Hindi and Gurmukhi. se 
that our less educated brothers may also ger tirst 
hand intormation about the work of the great 
Prophet. 
Captain B. V. Rao. I. M. S. 
I read through your book and liked it very much. 
[t gives a short but graphic description of the life of 
the Prophet, bringing out prominently the character- 
istic features therein, which show his great insight im- 
to human psychology and philosophy of lite. 
Mr. Ramaswamy, Ramnad: 
I find it a very useful and thought-provoking 
handy publication which kindles our hearts. 
Mr. Duraiswamy lIyar, North Arcot: 
Davenport’s description of Mohammad's lite and 
character on pages 36 and 37 of the book is a classi- 
cal masterpiece, worthy of being memorised and re- 
cited every day. I am simply enamoured of it. | 
Dewan Bahadur D. Sri Rama Sastrt Advocate, ‘: Sa 
Vizagapatam. hy get 
You have rendered valuable service to India in ie . 
beginning out this book. The life and. teachings hate oe 


Prophet Muhaamiat are a vast’ mine bis knowles Sa es . - 
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nd Military Gazette, Lahore: 


instructive and reliable inroduction 
and its great Founder. 


Civil a 
It forms an 
to the study ot Islam 
Hindu Madras : 
This is hound to prove very helptul to those who 


are interested in knowing the life and times of the 


Prophet. 
Hindustan Standard, Calcutta : 


In the publication under notice has been set 
forth, first, the colourful and glorious life of Prophet 
Mohammad, which shows that he was not only one 
of the greatest religious teachers of the world but 
also a valiant and skilful military general. Thereafter 
have deen given the main injunctions of Quran, con- 
taining the quintessence of the great religion of 
Islam. 7 We eset: both Muslims as well as people 
fully sam mi "eg ee should go through them care- 
oes ek to digest them—Muslims for the sake 
ol getting at the core of the religion ar, Se Re 
its | ys e religion, and others for 

Proper appreciation, Both are sure to Paar ae 
mensely by their perusal. We comm. SY Oey a 
abl ee usal. We commend this valu- | 
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A FEW APPRECIATIONS OF " SAYINGS ¢ OF 
PROPHET MUHAMMAD” 


Ls 
* 





By Mohammad Amin. Bar-at-Law. . Reames 
Sir C. V. Raman Kt. RS, Piesidens Indian mk z 
? [nstitute of Science, Bangalore. ; ed os re 
The sayings of prophet Muhammad exhibit a te- < 4 € 
markable breadth and wisdom of outlook. I hope your Ae 
book will be widely read. Sees area 3 
Mrs. Sarojini Naidu, Hyderabad. We ao 









It is an excellent idea to collect ina small space 
the words of the Prophet so that those who know — 
ed little about him may get a glimpse of I his noble t 
: | Mr. iapeag! King, Commissioner — | Ra l 
o rites of Prophet Muhammad” isa avery lu 
publication. = ima o 
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heart and makes It \ ‘brant with inexpressibly pleasan: 
emotions. The liberality, sympathy and persuasiveness 
which distinctly characterise them unknowingly sink 
se in an ocean of admiration, love and treverance for 
‘he supernatural source from whicn they have gq 
abundantly welled up for the benefit of mankind.It js 
necessary to peruse the book again and again and appre- 
ciate clearly that Islam inculcates human brotherhood. 
mutual sympathy and forbearance, and not discord and 


antagonism. 


May your benevolent endeavour of propagating 
the truth meet with the success it so richly deserves. 


Dr. K. C. Varadachari, Head of the Department of 
Philosophy Sri Venkatesura College, Tirupati. 


It isa nice selection af the Prophets’ sayings. It 


is well produced. Congratulations. How good service 
you are doing. 


Mr. D. V. Bhat, Cochin :-— 


[ have completely’ studied the book and I con- 


gratulate you in bringing the teachings of the Great 
Prophet in such concise form, 


Mr. N. Madhva Rao writes from Nellore :-— 

How good and kind of you to 
and to guide me h 
of virtue and truth by 
the great and kind master 
says of the great truth. My 


remember poor me 


—Prophet Muhammad— 
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gratitude to you and to the Great 
read this book again and 


Vea 

by rreyt Sher. : we “ 
again 

eaviour has said in it, 


it 

and dige st w hat the 

Mr. Ramachandra Rao, B A 
a. 


Bey as % 
North Arcot District, Teacher, 


It is so kind of you to have sent me the book. i 
shall be my duty to spread the knowledge contained in 
++ to the pupils as occasion arises. It js my hope that 
1 would be able to put it in the hands of as many of 
my friends as are interested in the subject. 


Mr. T. R. Krishnan, Bangalore: | . 

I have read your book © Sayings of Prophet an 
Muhammad.” MI find that the book conveys the © 
message of love, peace and enlightenment. [ must con- ae 
foss that I have been very fortunate to have gone e : 
through your writings. If you do not deem it pre- : < 
sumptuous on my part, I should along with my great 
regard for you, like to pay my humble tribute to your 
clarity of expression and explanation when: peice: ee 
with such obst ruse oats aes spect ey sae ea, ie 











Mais ctieedi for iy 
kindly sent by you. ff like ne 


5A ees 


> 
* “ ‘ P] 
y a satel £ . 
4 f — my + % - — » 
.? 4 < img i - ri’ — = 
7 5 ees FD 2 As A. 


~ >. alll gH: ae ; " ashy sh ihs Sete ne AGA | 
% ge Saas key n st ree ke he WOR Re ue us. ee DUA ae ed = Easy Scanner 
Oyese Maes Wee Sap iG wean “ 


: " rh 7 3 ; ‘ o - : ~ 
“ae oe 22) ee oi ome gs) paige Ge, ee Jers §, a ea 


: ~*~ . ‘ 
ht 


i 
, 


247 


wm... 


try to follow the Principles laid down in them. [| téeel 
| a great admiration towards Prophet Muhammad shai 
| reading your book. Allow me te thank you for what 
) you have done forthe lay man outside Mohammedan 
religion to understand the beautiful Islamic ideas. 


Mr. Naga Gopal Rao, Member, P. EK. N. Ail Inia 
Centre, Ellore :— 


Thank you for kindly sending me “Sayings of 
| Prophet Muhammad.” The get up of the book is 
beautiful and the contents are sweet and splendid. 


Mr. T. G. Viswanathan, Terupattur :— 
I eagerly went through the book. The get up of 
the book and the printing are also good. 
Captain B. V. Rao I.M. S. writes from Chhindwara | 


C. ee: ee 
I cffer my greatful thanks for your book. After 
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reading it I feel that the religion propounded by e 
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Prophet Muhammad is a dynamic and as ter: ee 
ligion. I feel what Goethe said: Paes Bes! 
“Tf this be Islam, do we not all live in Islam?” ae . 
Professor A. C. Sharma, or Vout ‘ , an oo 
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Prophet Muhammad. Editeg 
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Savings 0 Ww, 
Mfuhammad 4 Amin, Bar-at- ma te 
pe Edited by Mueammad 
Paaris Of [siam. Ami, 
Bar-at-Law, 


excellently got up and 
sap eo pa has been propagating 4, 
Islam and spreading glorioy, 


The twin ; 
Muhammad Amin 


spirl it and ideals ot " cnanst ues 
dering good service to y 
ai sen SRE “Mahammad td 
e 
are to ber agitate 
and en- 


ls i f Islam 
of sie religion they may belong eid Gt ad 
confident that the Seg ophet +f, bene 
ch ed. Sayings ro) ane at Muha amma 
Pearls of Islam makes a Ve pala 
contains the lite of the Prophet see ot 
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Sayings of Prophet : mn rea ; y 


Students of Merten cty re eae aviet s 
remarkable similiarity in the t tigi ‘of. the E 
prophets, east or west. And Ae ion ; the 
Muhammad have ; univ 1 app “a mS 

as useful and valu ble to-day as t > th re peo Kole nee 
ee to he add ce <I ee rin oe 
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